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The Holly and the Ivy
Traditional English Carol	 Verses: Traditional English Carol 
Verses 3–5 and Refrain adapted by Sarah Hart	 Refrain: Sarah Hart 

Choral arr. by Sarah Hart and Scott Soper
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The Holly and the Ivy

Composer Notes
This late Medieval folk tune with its accompanying lyrical themes has always been a favorite of 
mine for the Advent season. In this new take, I simply wanted to add a chorus to help support 
these beautiful lyrics that are often not well understood; holly and ivy representing the intertwining 
of Christ and Mary, and the suffering entwined with love which they both endured to make the 
incarnation a reality. I hope the addition of the new chorus reminds the listener that, like the 
evergreens that embellish our homes in this season, the love of God is everlasting. All the earth, 
though it may in some places be under the cover of winter, is fully alive in this season, rejoicing 
with the good news.

—Sarah Hart 

Prev
iew

Edition #60000541



 

   

 















   


D Em D Dmaj7 Em D

INTRO		(=	ca.	110)

(Kbd)

								

(

(

(

The )

The )

The )

The1.

2.

3.

5.

  





  
      

        

D A C Bm F m A G

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

- -

-

-

-

-

 VERSES	1-3,	5

								

hol

hol

hol

hol

ly

ly

ly

ly

wears

yields

and

and

a

a

the

the

blos

ber

i

i

som

ry

vy,

vy

as

as

en

when

white

red

twin

they

as

as

ing

are

lil

an

�ow’r

both

y

y

and

full

�ow’r,

blood,

thorn,

grown,

and

and

of

of

Ma

Ma

all

all

ry

ry

the

the

bore

bore

trees

trees

sweet

God’s

that

that

are

are1.

2.

3.

5.



  

   




1

         



















D F Em7 A D Em D Dmaj7 Em D

-

-

-

-

-								

1.

5.

2.

3.

Je

prom

in

in

the

the

sus

ise

wood

wood

to

to

the

the

be

do

hol

hol

our

us

ly

ly

sav

sin

bears

bears

-

to	Coda	

ners

the

the crown. 2.

D.S.

The





    



2 3

     
      



D D Bm D A G

- - -2. ior.

to	Refrain

3. good. The

VERSE	4

hol ly bears a sting ing as sharp as an y4.

 



 
       

        

D F Em7 Bm7 G A D

- - -thorn, and Ma ry bore her sor row for the world to be re stored.4.








    
             


G A D A C Bm G

- - - -

REFRAIN

Oh, the ris ing of the sun and the run ning of the deer, all the earth a live re

Text and refrain music © 2024, Sarah Hart and Hippart Music. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.

8
dedicated to Natalya Bencivegna, for all she does for others

The Holly and the Ivy
(Guitar/Vocal)

Traditional English Carol	 Verses: Traditional English Carol 
Verses 3–5 and Refrain adapted by Sarah Hart	 Refrain: Sarah Hart

Prev
iew

Edition #60000541



The Holly and the Ivy
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