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COMPOSER NOTES

When singing this piece, one should keep in mind its essentially chant-like character,
with appropriate exibility in tempo and phrasing. The phrase lengths demand good
breath control, with careful attention to the shape of each phrase to realize Dudley-Smith’s
marvelous text. As noted in the score, the opening verse may be sung a cappella. Use of
the oboe to double the melody in Verse 1 is not recommended in that case. Registration is
necessarily left to the discretion of the organist. Bright, full registration is called for in
Verse 4, beginning with the interlude at m. 61 on the great in the left hand, while
exercising caution not to overpower the oboe. Further augmentation of registration is
also possible at m. 68.

—Robert LeBlanc
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