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INTRODUCTION

The Living Church Acclaims (TLCA) serves as a comprehensive, annual songbook of Responsorial Psalms and
Gospel Acclamations that employs 100% verbatim texts from The Lectionary for Mass. It combines a
contemporary style with easy, yet lasting melodies. Accompaniments have been arranged to be friendly for
keyboardists and guitarists. Comfortable vocal ranges for congregations, cantors, and choirs are maintained and
3-part harmony is included with each setting. Reprintable refrains for the assembly/congregation are available
online at zealmusicpublishing.com/tlca-extras. Recordings are also available at the website through the online
edition.

TLCA serves equally well as a primary Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation resource or as a
supplement to existing repertoire. Our hope is that these musical settings will contribute.meaningfully to your
valuable work.

Singing the Responses and Acclamations

Responses and Acclamations may be played once through as an introduction. Shorter introductions are
possible as well: ) Play the first or last musical phrase, or.2) Give the cantor the first'hote and start together.

Refrains may be sung twice at the beginning, once by cantor or choir and then by everyone. Sometimes it may
feel right to sing the refrain twice at the end. Another idea is to occasionally play and sing the final refrain in a
key one whole step higher.

A molto rit. may be used at the end of the final refrain to give the psalm a solid ending. Playing a rit. at the end
of each verse, especially the final verse, also tends to work well.

The 3-part harmony is intended to be sung.with sopranos and basses singing the melody, tenors singing the
higher harmony part and altos singing the lower harmony. Because there are such a variety of vocal
combinations, modify as needed.

Singing the Verses

Verses have been composed with particular attention paid to speech-rhythm for natural-sounding
proclamation by the cantor. To help with sight-reading and short preparation time-frames, the verses do not
need to be sung in rhythm—they. can be chanted, with the accompanying instruments playing chords following
the cantor’s free-rhythm, going back into measured rhythm at the refrains. Also, when the verses are sung in
rhythm, as written;, the cantor doesn't need to'sing the music exactly as notated—both rhythm and notes may
be maodified as desired to reflect a free, improvisational sensibility. If it helps, the verses may be sung at a slightly
slower tempo than the refrain.

More Information

Feedback from users is a significant factor in the development of The Living Church Acclaims. As we prepare
next year's edition, we hope to continue this practice. Please email your feedback to:

withzeal @zealmusicpublishing.com

Sincerely,

Scot Crandal, composer

www.zealmusicpublishing.com/tlca
www.ocp.org/tlca
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 7, 2025

Keyboard

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (4) The Living Church Acclaims

RESPONSE Warmly, not too fast ( J =ca.78) 1sttime: Cantor; All repeat
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT e December 7, 2025

Gospel Acc. (Keyboard) ¢ p. 1 of 2

Gospel Acclamation (VII): Luke 3:4, 6

ACCLAMATION Upbeat ( J =ca.74) 1st time: Cantor, All repeat

The Living Church Acclaims
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ASH WEDNESDAY

February 18, 2026

Keyboard

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 & 17 (219)

RESPONSE  Mournful ( J =ca. 94) 1st time: Cantor; All repeat
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The Living Church Acclaims
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ASH WEDNESDAY e February 18, 2026

Gospel Acc. (Keyboard) ¢ p. 1 of 2

Gospel Acclamation (IX): See Psalm 95:8

ACCLAMATION Andante (¢ = ca.92)

1st time: Cantor, All repeat

The Living Church Acclaims
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PSalM 67 e 78, 396
PSalMm B9 ... 332
PSalMm 72 e 16, 84
PSAIM 80 ... 438
PSalMm 85 i 380
PSAIM 86 .. 360
Psalm 89 ..o, 44,338
PSalm 05 e 140, 412
PSAlM 96 . 52, 452
Psalm 97 .o, 60
Psalm 98 ..o 22, 66



PSAIM TOO oo 326

PSalm TO3 oo 418
Psalm TO4 oo 180, 300, 308
PSalM TO7 oo e 294
PSalm TT2 oot 110
Psalm TT13 oo 488
PSAIM TT6 ot e 168
Psalm TT8 oo, 226,230, 236
Psalm TTO oo e s aaaas 116, 366
PSalm T28 .o e e 72,476
Psalm 130 ... e 154
PSalMm 132 o i be et 386
PSalM T38 . e e et e e e e e et e e e e e e e 400
Psalm T45 it et 346,374, 426
PSAlM T46 oo 32,106
PSAIM TA7 oo et 320

Recordings, OneLicense links with downloadable refrains for the congregation,
and more, available at:

zealmusicpublishing.com/tlca
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