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INTRODUCTION

In this workbook, brief formulas are provided for the priest celebrant or an-
other minister to use as the introduction to the Mass. In the General Instruc-
tion of the Roman Missal (GIRM), we read, “The presiding Priest...[may] give
the faithful an introduction to the Mass of the day (after the initial Greeting
and before the Penitential Act)” (31). On Sundays, the rite of blessing and sprin-
kling of holy water, or the Penitential Act and a litany in praise of God’s mercy
usually follows.

For the Prayer of the Faithful, a distinction is needed between the role of the
priest celebrant and that of the leader of the intentions. The celebrant invites the
assembly to participate in the Prayer of the Faithful and concludes with a prayer.
A deacon, cantor, lector, or member of the faithful states the intentions (GIRM
71). The same person should not be both presider and leader. Moreover, we sug-
gest that the leader of the intercessions be someone other than the reader. The
Prayer of the Faithful is part of 7he Roman Missal, not of the Lectionary for Mass.

Musical assemblies should be invited to sing the response to the Prayer of the
Faithful in a simple, inviting way, in keeping with the tradition of the Roman
Rite. Several Mass settings include intercessions, and this moment in the liturgy
is often an opportunity to honor the multilingual nature of our assemblies by
using, for example:

“Esctchanos, Senor/Lord, Hear Our Prayer,” by Fr. Juan Sosa (Spanish, English)
“Exaudi Nos/Hear Us, O Lord,” by Rufino Zaragoza, OFM
(Filipino, Spanish, English, French, Latin)
“Hear Our Prayer,” by Bob Hurd (English)
“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord,” by Rufino Zaragoza, OFM
(Spanish, Filipino, Vietnamese, English)
“O God, Hear Us,” by Bob Hurd (English)
“Te Rogamos, Sefior/Lord, Hear Our Prayer,” by Mark Purtill (Spanish, English)

If singing helps assembly members take part more fully, it fulfills its purpose.
If singing reduces participation of assembly members, the music may be too
complicated or otherwise unsuitable for the assembly.
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The Categories of Intentions

Intentions for the Prayer of the Faithful fall into four categories: A) the needs
of the universal Church; B) public authorities, and the salvation of the whole
world; C) people burdened by any kind of difficulty; and D) the local commu-
nity of faith, represented by the assembly. At least one intention from each cat-
egory is to be included. Writers and leaders of the Prayer of the Faithful should
become familiar with 69-71 in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal,
Revised (2010). It is available from OCP (ed. 30108143).

The intentions in these categories should reflect the creative freedom and char-
acter of the local church: “The intentions announced should be sober, be com-
posed with a wise liberty and in few words, and they should be expressive of the
prayer of the entire community” (GIRM 71).

A The needs of the universal Church. This category includes petitions for the
pope, bishops, and pastors of the Church, missions, Christian unity, and vo-
cations to the presbyterate and religious life. Some examples are as follows:

That our Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons
grow in their love for the Body and Blood of Christ,
let us pray to the Lord:

For apostles of Christ who bear witness throughout the world,
and for missionaries in foreign lands,
let us pray to the Lord:

That preachers in our Church
preach what they believe and practice what they preach,
let us pray to the Lord:

For God’s people,
loved by God as a bride is loved by her husband,
let us pray to the Lord:

That all the people of all churches
come together in one Spirit, one Lord, and one Baptism,
let us pray to the Lord:
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B Public authorities and the salvation of the whole world. This category
includes petitions for peace, leaders of government, good weather, the safety
of crops, elections, and the resolution of economic crises. Some examples are:

That men and women in positions of trust
seek justice and peace in all they do,
let us pray to the Lord:

That our country become a place where people of all races
are truly equal and at home,
let us pray to the Lord:

For civil servants in every land,
for firefighters, paramedics, police officers, and road builders,
let us pray to the Lord:

That people of every nation
use natural resources more wisely, and treat creation more respectfully,
let us pray to the Lord:

That nations never again wage war on one another,
and that people never again terrorize one another,
let us pray to the Lord:

That the harvest of the season be abundant,
and the produce of the earth be plentiful,
let us pray to the Lord:

C  People burdened by any kind of difficulty. This includes those burdened
by poverty or any other tribulation—the persecuted, the unemployed,
the sick and infirm, the dying, prisoners, and exiles, among others. Some
examples are:

For children at risk,
and for all God’s little ones,
let us pray to the Lord:

That all the sick, especially those suffering alone,
experience the love and support of others,
let us pray to the Lord:

For the poor, the hungry, and the homeless,
especially those who have lost hope,
let us pray to the Lord:
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That the blind see, the lame walk, and the deaf hear,
let us pray to the Lord:

For all the unemployed and underemployed,
let us pray to the Lord:

For those who hunger to be fed,
and those who are fed, but hunger for justice,
let us pray to the Lord:

That all whose lives are in danger, especially those unborn,
receive strength and safety,
let us pray to the Lord:

The local community of faith represented by the assembly. This includes
those in the Church preparing for Baptism, confirmation, Eucharist, orders,
and marriage; it also includes pastors, an approaching church mission, and
deceased loved ones. Here are some examples:

That those preparing for Baptism
find Christ’s wisdom in this community,
let us pray to the Lord:

That this church
be a haven for all in need,
let us pray to the Lord:

For the young people of our community,
and for all members of this church,
let us pray to the Lord:

For those who have died from hunger, neglect, or abuse,
and for our loved ones who have passed from our midst,
let us pray to the Lord:

Note that the sequence of the categories is always the same: universal Church,
world affairs, special needs, local church.

Greater flexibility is appropriate for ritual celebrations like weddings and funer-
als. General intentions should never be completely omitted, but the emphasis

should be on the celebration itself (GIRM 70).
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Structure

The intentions of the Prayer of the Faithful are usually expressed in one of
three forms:

1 The full form (“For... that”), which announces those to be prayed for and
what is to be prayed for (as on Good Friday: “For all Christians, that they
celebrate unity around the table of the Lord”).

2 A first partial form (“That...”), which mentions the favor to be requested,
referring in only one word to the persons prayed for (as in the final section

of the Litany of the Saints: “That all Christians celebrate unity around the
table of the Lord”).

3  Asecond partial form (“For...”), which announces only those being prayed
for (as in some litanic forms in both the East and the West: “For the unity

of all Christians around the table of the Lord”). See DOL 239:1901.

The full form of the intentions (“For... that”) usually works better if reduced
to one of the partial forms, either “For...” or “That...” Partial forms are less
susceptible to wordiness, which works against the clarity and flow of the prayer.
Partial forms are also less susceptible to a “hidden agenda.” For example, in “For
members of all Christian traditions, that they learn to dialogue more honestly
with each other,” “learn to dialogue more honestly” implies that they have not
done too well so far. The purpose of the petition is not to point out the negative
side of behavior but to emphasize a positive approach.

All intentions within one set of Prayer of the Faithful should use the same form.
For example, if the first intention begins with “For,” all the intentions that day
should begin with “For.” A consistent pattern encourages a fuller, more confident
response from the assembly.

Intentions from the assembly can be collected in a book like Hear Our Prayer
(OCP edition 11824). These petitions should be reviewed in advance for proper
structure and appropriateness.

© OCP 2022. All rights reserved. Prayer of the Faithfil 2023 is available on ocp.org.



TraE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF December 8, 2025
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

INTRODUCTION TO THE CELEBRATION
Let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Immaculate One,
to pray for and with us as we prepare to worship her Son.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Lord Jesus, you protected Mary from sin. Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you sanctified Mary in your presence. Christ,
Lord Jesus, you presented Mary to your Church. Lord, have

PRrRAYER OF THE FaArTHFUL

Priest Celebrant
We offer our prayers in union with Mary,

Mother of God and mother of the Chur
in grateful imitation of her faithful an

Deacon or Lector
A For God’s holy Church,
for increased devotion to Mary an.
let us pray to the Lord:

itate her virtues,

civic leaders,

| the hungry with good things,

grace to answer God’s call with Mary’s generosity,
s pray to the Lord:

Priest Celebrant
Lord God, you blessed Mary with the fullness of grace.

Help us to find your grace in our lives.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS): December 24, 2025
At THE ViGIL MaAss
INTRODUCTION TO THE CELEBRATION

Today we see the glory of the Lord who comes to save us.

With joyful thanksgiving for God’s gift, we gather to offer our prayer.
PENITENTIAL ACT

Lord Jesus, Son of David, Son of Abraham, Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, child of Mary and of Joseph, Christ, have merc
Lord Jesus, beloved Son of God Most High, Lord, have mer

PRrRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest Celebrant
Mindful of God’s great love,
we dare to make known the needs of thi
Deacon or Lector
A For the Church of God,
that Christ be born in our hearts
let us pray to the Lord:

B For the people of the
that they fall in loy,

man

of Christmas lead us to greater love of God and neighbor,
s pray to the Lord:

Priest Celebrant

Faithful God, you keep your promises from age to age.

Look into our hearts and grant what we ask through your Holy Spirit,
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

© OCP 2022. All rights reserved. Prayer of the Faithfil 2023 is available on ocp.org.



Tue ErirHANY OF THE LORD January 4, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE CELEBRATION

The magi from the east recognized a helpless infant as king of all the nations.
Come, let us adore him.

PENITENTIAL ACT
Lord Jesus, you are the light of all nations. Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you govern with justice and peace. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you protect the poor and save the afflicted. Lord

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest Celebrant
God’s love calls all people to share in the divi
We speak for our needs and those of every,

Deacon or Lector

A That all the people of God
seek the Christ Child with diliggfice andisvorshipphi generous hearts,
let us pray to the Lord:

B That the leaders of nations recognizeéithe tru

and serve their people stice,

the Gospel

oather at this table welcome immigrants,

Priest Celebrant

Radiant and just God, as you guided the magi from the east to Bethlehem,

guide us in the light of your ways and keep us always with you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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AsH WEDNESDAY February 18, 2026

INTRODUCTION TO THE CELEBRATION

We are called in this great baptismal season to be reconciled
with God and one another.

PRAYER OF THE FArTHFUL

Priest Celebrant

We bear on our foreheads the sign of our repentance.
Let us open our hearts to God’s mercy.

Deacon or Lector
A That all believers bear humble witness to the Gos
through prayer, sacrifice, and service to others
let us pray to the Lord:

B That governments make amends
for violating the human rights of citj
let us pray to the Lord:

C That those who live with lonelin
find comfort and solace during thr
let us pray to the Lord:
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CoMMON INTERCESSIONS
COMMON INTERCESSIONS THAT CAN BE USED AT ANY CELEBRATION:
That the efforts of those who work for the increased respect for all human life

bear fruit in our day,

For all the living, from conception to natural death,
and for those who work to build a culture of life,

That this community might be a welcome place for those dis
to the priesthood or religious life,

For a deepening spirit of prayer among
and candidates for membership in

, communities and beyond,
that the for just solutions to the conflicts of our time,

edom from pain,
from all that ails them,

ick, (especially V., V.) and those who care for their needs,

who have died this day,
that they’may be led by the choirs of angels to their heavenly reward,

For those who have died, that their purgation be brief,
and their eternal rewards be great,

For those who have died, (especially V., V.) and for those who mourn them,
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COMMON INTERCESSIONS
For all the needs of our parish,

especially for those that are written in our book of prayers,

For our Bishop, V., our Priest, V., (our pastoral team,)
and for all who work in the parishes of our diocese,

For favorable weather,
so that those who till the soil might reap an abundant harv,

For rain to give life to the fields and to quench the thi

s, for tranquility in our communities,
imprisoned for crimes committed in

e Holy Spirit inspire the people of this parish to share the precious gift of
aristic faith,
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