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D.S.

Composer Notes
This song was commissioned for the 100th anniversary in 2022 of Elder High School, an all-male 
Catholic high school in Cincinnati, of which I am a proud alum of the Class of 1997. I had been 
approached by Tom Reiring, the school’s Director of Development, to write the song the previous 
year, and it was premiered by David Allen and the Elder High School Glee Club.

The text draws on lines from the school’s document “Qualities of an Elder Man,” and references the 
school’s motto: Altiora (“The Higher Things”).

This song of praise works well as a processional song, and particularly well when a cantor is 
available. It was written and orchestrated to be idiomatic for either traditional choirs or contemporary 
ensembles.
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