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Composer Notes
The Epistle that concludes the Easter Vigil’s pre-Gospel readings expresses how our Baptism 
identifies us with the dying and rising Christ. “We were indeed buried with him through baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
live in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). His own once and for all self-offering makes possible our 
participation in his paschal mystery. 

Responsorial Psalm 118 with the Alleluia refrain then follows. In effect, it takes the place of a 
Gospel Acclamation. Psalm 118 once again celebrates the same paschal passage to new life: “I shall 
not die but live… The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” Cornerstone 
shows that Christ’s death and resurrection was not for himself. It supports the participation of all in 
his rising to newness of life. 

These same verses, paired with the refrain, “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made,” serves as 
the Responsorial Psalm for Mass During the Day on Easter Sunday and as the seasonal Psalm 
for the entire Easter season. That octavo (#30145617) is also featured in the We Should Glory,  
Vol. 2 collection. 

This Alleluia refrain also serves as the Gospel Acclamation for our new Mass of the Compassionate 
Christ (#30145600.) Chant tones are given for the verses. This allows all the assigned verse texts of 
the liturgical year to be accommodated. 

—Bob Hurd and Ken Canedo 
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(Guitar/Vocal)

Psalm 118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23	 Bob Hurd and Ken Canedo

Verses text © 1970, 1997, 1998, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
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Assembly Edition
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