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(Guitar/Vocal)

Levi Celerio Vicente Rubi
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Composer Notes
Simbang Gabi (“Evening Masses”) is a nine-day novena that occurs at the end of the Advent season in
preparation for the larger celebration of Christmas. In the Philippines the faithful wake up in the
middle of the night to celebrate these Masses, many times beginning at 4:00 AM! This tradition was
brought to the United States by Filipino immigrants and has gained much popularity; in the
Archdiocese of Chicago, for example, over 100 parishes are involved! Ang Pasko Ay Sumapit is
perhaps the most popularly known song that could be sung at the end of the Christmas Midnight Mass
and throughout the entire Christmas season. 

Translation
Verse 1

Christmas is here; let us sing some beautiful melodies because God is love.
When Christ was born, there were three kings who visited.
And each one gave a special offering (or gift).

Refrain
New Year, renew life, so our country will be happy. Let us strive, so we can attain abundance.

Verse 2
Let us sing, while the world is silent; the day has come when the Child is sent from Heaven.
Let us love one another; let us follow the golden rule,
and from now on, even if it’s not Christmas, be generous.

—Vicente Rubi
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Assembly Edition
ANG PASKO AY SUMAPIT

Vicente Rubi

Text: Levi Celerio. Text and music © 1957, 2003, Jesuit Communications Foundation, Inc. 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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