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In Deepest Night Above the Earth

Composer Notes
The joyous music of Christmas, echoing the song of the angels that holy night, does not tell the entire 
story of the Incarnation Narrative. That narrative has a darker side—one that evokes darker music. 
This repertoire has always fascinated me, especially its dissonance with the general festivity of the 
season. In the Infancy Narrative, not all is joyous. The Holy Family must face many hardships: a 
lack of lodging, the circumstance of our Lord’s birth, the massacre of the Holy Innocents, and the 
flight into Egypt. But the grimmer music of the season suggests a deeper sorrow in the world before 
the coming of the Messiah, and a longing for wholeness that only the Redeemer can provide. 

A bit of that primeval longing remains in humanity’s brokenness. Often, pain and loss, rather than 
the joy of salvation, come to characterize our perception of existence. Sorrowful events in people’s 
lives can disconnect them from the joy of the season, and so perhaps music that speaks to that 
darkness can be helpful. Music lifts the mind to higher things, but it can also accompany us on a 
journey marred with sorrow. It is for this reason that “dark” Christmas carols are so important. 

The music and original text of “In Deepest Night” were written during a particularly dark time in 
my life, shortly after my mother was killed. It was then that I discovered the joy of the holidays 
could elicit a uniquely exquisite pain. And yet, in our deepest distress, God always walks with us 
and carries us forward with boundless love.

Dell and I hope that this anthem will serve people in distress and be a reminder of the hope to which 
we are all called in the Incarnation. Though called to Calvary, Jesus took up his Cross so that we 
might live and rose again that we might live eternally and be raised by the One who makes all things 
new, to that glorious New Heaven and New Earth, where “He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain.” May it be so for us all. Amen! 
Marana tha—come, Lord Jesus!

—Steven Ottományi
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IN DEEPEST NIGHT ABOVE THE EARTH

	 Steven Ottományi

Text: CMD; M.D. Ridge, 1938–2017, © 2015, M.D. Ridge. Music: DEEPEST NIGHT, © 2006, Steven Ottományi. 
Text and music published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Prev
iew


