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*If there is no guitarist, keyboardist may use the second half of the refrain to accompany the opening half.

Break Forth, O Beauteous
Heavenly Light

Assembly, SATB Choir, Descant, Keyboard, and Guitar

Refrain and Verses 1–3: Johann Rist, 1641, alt.
Verse 4: Psalm 131:3; Verse 5: Friedrich Spee, 1591–1635  
Verses 6 and 7: English translation of the Advent Antiphons 
from Liturgy of the Hours Timothy R. Smith
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Performance Notes
This singable refrain will resonate with assemblies throughout Advent and Christmastide.

The recurring refrains should gradually build each time by adding instrumental and vocal layers
one by one. For example, the first refrain can be sung with guitar only, adding piano on the repeat,
bass after verse 1, then percussion after verse 2, etc. The SATB harmony can also be added one
part at a time in the same manner. After all the verses have been sung, continue repeating the
refrain as the instrumental and vocal layers are gradually pulled away. The last refrain may end
quietly as it began, with melody and guitar only.

—Timothy R. Smith
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Verse 4 text © 1963, The Grail (England). All rights reserved. Used with permission of A.P. Watt, Ltd.
Verses 6 and 7 text © 1973, 1974, 1975, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation (ICEL).
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Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light
(Guitar/Vocal)

Refrain and Verses 1–3: Johann Rist, 1641, alt.
Verse 4: Psalm 131:3; Verse 5: Friedrich Spee, 1591–1635  
Verses 6 and 7: English translation of the Advent Antiphons 
from Liturgy of the Hours Timothy R. Smith
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BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT

Timothy R. Smith

Text: Refrain and verses 1–3, Johann Rist, 1641, alt. Verse 4, Psalm 131:3, © 1963, The Grail (England). 
All rights reserved. Used with permission of A.P. Watt, Ltd. Verse 5, Friedrich Spee, 1591–1635. 

Verses 6 & 7, English translation of the Advent Antiphons from The Liturgy of the Hours, © 1973, 1974, 1975, ICEL. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 1993, Timothy R. Smith. 

Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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