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Lenten Gospel Acclamation
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From the shining cloud the Father’s
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Composer Notes
The verses of this Lenten Gospel Acclamation may be sung in one of three ways:

• Freely Chanted Style This is the more traditional style of singing the verse that is especially 
useful with organ accompaniment. The accompanist would play the first chord, and the cantor 
would freely sing the phrase on the given pitch until the next chord change, which follows the 
speech pattern of the cantor. No attempt at a measured rhythm is made.

• Target Note Style This style is well suited for use with piano accompaniment. In using a “Target 
Note” style of singing, the cantor, beginning with the given pitches, improvises a rhythm and 
melody that allows a phrase to fit naturally within the allotted number of beats (six). The cantor 
then continues with the music as written. Each verse has two of these “Target Note” phrases, 
except the Palm Sunday/Good Friday verse, which, due to its length, has four such phrases. 

• Combination Style This style is well suited for use with piano accompaniment. The accompanist 
would play the first chord, and the cantor would freely sing the phrase on the given pitch until the 
next chord change where the written part would be followed. The same thing would be done for 
the next phrase.

—Paul Hillebrand and Kevin Keil

Lenten Gospel Acclamation
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