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Sleep of the Holy Child

Adapted from the traditional French carol
Le Sommeil de I’Enfant Jésus

Francois-Auguste Gevaert, 1828 —1908
Adapted and arranged by Jacques Rizzo
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Sleep of the Holy Child

(Guitar/Vocal)
Adapted from the traditional French carol
Le Sommeil de I’ Enfant Jésus
Frangois-Auguste Gevaert, 1828 —1908
Adapted and arranged by Jacques Rizzo
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Composer Notes

“Sleep of the Holy Child” is derived from a composition by Frangois-Auguste Gavaert (1828—-1908).
The original, which was in 4/4 time, was reshaped into 3/4 time with a short codetta (“King of
angels”). It just seemed natural to begin and end with excerpts from “Away in the Manger.”

The lyrics should guide the nuance of the piece, with attention toward balancing the various lines.
The bass notes in the piano should be of sufficient prominence to allow the choir to tune their
harmonies. The choir might initially rehearse with just bass line for this purpose. Similarly, the
chord at measure 15 might be sustained (with the piano playing both hands) to allaw\the choir to
tune this chord.
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