NOTES TO THE DIRECTOR

The People That Walk in Darkness was originally written for a choir/soloist and congregation,
with the choir/soloist singing the verses and everyone singing the antiphon. However, since choral
harmony can sometimes get lost when the whole congregation sings loudly, we have provided two
versions: In one, the choir is basically 2-part, some singing the melody with the congregation, others
singing a higher harmony or descant part. In the other, the choir sings SATB with the congregation
possibly joining on the melody (soprano part). The difference applies only to the antiphons.

The flute parts are optional; they may be added ad lib by the organist in lieu of flutes. Clarinets
or oboes may replace the flutes if desired, but transposition to the appropriate octavefor key will
be necessary.

The keyboard accompaniment is meant for the organ, but may be played on piano ‘or harpsi-
chord, in which case some of the longer notes may have to be re-enunciated.

The piece works well as a meditation song. It is taken from the passage used for the first reading
on Christmas Eve. It is a combination of different moods surrounding the proclamation of théibirth
of the Messiah found in Isaiah 9.

Verse 1 should be sung in a proclaiming, recitative style {preferably by a baritone or contralto)
with light accompaniment. The commas in the rubato voice-part are suggested breaks for phrasing.

The Antiphons should each accelerate from the slower ppace of the verse precedingit, reaching
maximum tempo no later than the word ‘“day’’n, the second measure: The first two words, ‘‘for a”,
should be slightly staccato, using a glottal stop'before “a.” The Spirit is that of exuberant joy in
response to the content of the preceding verse. Thevords, ‘‘Rejoice, rejoices’ should be legato with
no choral breath between the two, and with a swell ‘'on the last syllablesThe bass run on “awake,
awake!” should be without a break until the word “glory.”

Verse 2 is slightly faster and driving. The syllable at each quarter-note beat should begin with an
energetic attack.

Verse 3 sharply contrasts with the others. Its mood is eerie and sombre like night clouds passing
across the face of the moon, connoting the heavy yokeof sin and confusion upon the people. The
choral section (which may begithériSA or SATB) should unfold gradually like a sunrise getting
steadily stronger through thefwords “bring them light.” At “the Lord will be their Light,” the tone
changes to wonder and awe that thedlord would not only bring light, but Himself come among His
people to be their Light.

Verse 4 begins(as'a matter-of-fact remembrance of Verse 1, in the same tempo as the antiphon;
but halfway throtgh, it should begin toslow down with the realization that “those who dwell in
endless_gloom’ are, after all, ourselves, which means that the Light is coming for us, for our joy.
Thefslow-down should net be complete; there should be no timing break between the verse and the
final antiphon.

For a shorter version ofythe piece, Verse 4 may be omitted, and the last two measures would
follow immediately after the third antiphon.
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The People That Walk In Darkness

Rubato ( J =approx. 60)

Bob Dufford, S.J.
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*Preferably baritone or contralto.
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*Congregation sings melody (Soprano part) during the Antiphons.
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*Or other woodwind instruments properly transposed.
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