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Composer Notes
Historically, persons of African descent were often forced to work as stevedores, i.e., longshoremen 
or dockers, along river systems and upon the coastal waters of the American shores. They loaded 
and unloaded ships, singing while they worked. The use of song to undergird work, the activities of 
daily living, community rituals, and rites of passage is a noted African survival. 

The title is inspired by the first line of Charles Albert Tindley’s “Stand by Me,” and the tune is 
inspired by the African-American spiritual “Soon-a Will Be Done.”

—Stephen M. Lee
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