Christmastide Carol

for David
Assembly, SATB or Two-Part Choir, Descant, Keyboard, Guitar, Flute, Bb Trumpet, and Handbells

M. D. Ridge
Keyboard Accompaniment by Randall DeBruyn
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*’Born to us” may be substituted in any verse.
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2. On the earth shines a great light.
3. Light will  dawn____ up - on us.
4. We have seen his star.
5.Come, to Beth - le - hem, come!
6. O Je - ru - sa - lem, rise up!
7. King, God liv - ing a - mong us!
8. Al you na - tions, re - joice! (to Refrain 1 and
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Performance Notes

The Renaissance feel of this carol demands a light, bright sense of rhythm. Diction is crucial, with
clean vowels and crisp consonants?” Roll.the R’s slightly on Christus, Maria, terram, super: standard
American R’s will make the Latin soundlimp and dull.

Pronunciation Guide to the Latin phrases

a = ah (father) gi=ji (gee) i = ee (liter) j =Yy (yeh-rusalem)
e = eh (let) ge = jehi(gentle) u = 00 (too) au = ow (how)

The last four measures of the Verse translate measures 9-12 of the preceding Refrain. Measures 9-12
of 4he Refrain‘may be sung by choir alone, if desired. If only selected Refrains are to be sung, the
corresponding Verses must be sung, e.g., Refrain 1, Verse 1; Refrain 5, Verse 5.

Fonuse through Epiphany, “Born to us” may be substituted for the words “Born today.”
Use variations. For example, if men sing Verse 2, have women do Refrain 3 in two parts.
Don’t get too complicated; this zips along and it’s easy to get lost.

Handbells “should not be used simultaneously with other instruments, nor should they be used
on all Refrains and Verses. Highlight one or two Refrains. (Verses optional) For a simpler
arrangement, just play the notes of the chord in each measure: for example, for a D chord, those
who have D, F#, and A bells play them. The last four measures of the Refrain, the handbells
can repeat the "Hodie Christus natus est!" which the singers have just finished:

Ho - di-e Chris - tus

—-M.DR.

Christmastide Carol



Christmastide Carol

for David
(Guitar/Vocal)
M. D. Ridge
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*This two-part version of the Refrain is different from the SATB version.
However, both versions are compatible with the Keyboard and Guitar accompaniments.
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*”Born to us” may be substituted in any verse.
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Assembly Edition

CHRISTMASTIDE CAROL

M. D. Ridge
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1. Now the prom - “ise is ful - filled.
2. Sign of faith, - ful cov - e - nant.
3. Lift your eyes to heav'n and see.
4. Now with kings and shep - herds kneel.
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*“Born to us” may be substituted in any verse.
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