Pentecost Sequence

Veni, Sancte Spiritus
Translated by Christopher Willcock Christopher Willcock
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VERSES1,5: Choir
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VERSES2,4: Choir
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VERSE3: Choir
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Performance Notes

This version of the Pentecost Sequence “Veni, Sancte Spiritus” collapses into five verses the
original ten of the Latin. The refrain is sung at the beginning and after each of the verses. These
may be sung by sections of the choir, as indicated, or by a soloist singing the melody.
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PENTECOST SEQUENCE
Veni, Sancte Spiritus
Translated by Christopher Willcock Christopher Willcock
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VERSES: Choir

1. Come down, O Holy Spirit,
and shed the heavenly radiance of your true light.
O come, the poor’s protéctor,
the giver of good gifts, the light of hearts.(to Refrain)

2. For you are the best consoler;
our lives’ most welcome friend, removing care:
in you, toilers find their rest,
the parched their thirst is broken, the 'sad are cheered. (to Refrain)

3. O you most blessed light,
come fill the inmost hearts ofthose who live:
Without your Ioving kindness
we live in empty strife; the preyof guilt. (to Refrain)

4. You cleanse the stain‘and blemish,
youJmoisten what has gone'dry, you heal the wounded.
Qfsoften our stubborn ways,
rekindle our cooling hearts, direct our paths. (to Refrain)

5. O.give toall who call you,
to those'who trust in you your sevenfold gifts.
Enrich our lives with'gladness,
prepare, us for yourself, in lasting joy. (to Refrain)
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