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Performance Notes
The impulse to pray at the hour of sunset is common to diverse cultures and religions; each of us
knows the rekindling of half-forgotten anxieties and awakening of uncertainties which the onset of
darkness can bring — an experience which must have been all the more intense before the
development of modern artificial illumination. Within the Christian tradition this hour of prayer
has, however, balanced the fear of darkness with an expression of hope in Christ — the true and
definitive Light. Sometime before the end of the third century A.D., an unknown author voiced
these concepts in an evening hymn entitled “O Joyous Light.” Its popularity was such that it
became a constant element in the worship of eastern Christians; for very many centuries it has
been sung each evening in churches of the Byzantine Rite.

As The Setting Sun presents this ancient hymn in a contemporary version; the text has been
somewhat expanded (the original is remarkably concise), but the primordial images of light and
darkness, day and night are as powerful today as they were when the hymn was originally penned.
Such concrete references to the daily cycle render this song best-suited to worship at the close of
day — especially during celebrations of Evening Prayer when it can serve as the Office Hymn or
during a candle-lighting ceremony.

Whilst the overall tone of the hymn is subdued and gentle, the Bridge, which is based upon the
opening lines of the original hymn, is rather more acclamatory in character.

— P.M.
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