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Bm E F m A

1. shep herds wa ken to won drous sight.

A F m A F m

VERSE 1: Solo

1. In the chill of a still win ter’s night,

Piano

Adagio  (  = 70

A
–75)

F m A F m
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The Waiting World
Christmas Concertato on “Silent Night”
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The Waiting World

a tempo

A Bm E7 A F m

1.

a tempo

God in to the wait ing world.

Bm E F m

rit. colla voce

Dmaj7

1. Christ our Sa vior is born this night

rit.

to bring the light of

Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

1. joy ful songs of the bless ed ba by’s birth.

Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

1. An gel voi ces ring out a bove the earth
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The Waiting World

Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

2. dis tant sha dows, a cross up on a hill.

Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

2. Sweet the pro mise the pro phe cies ful fill;

Bm E F m A

2. soon to die at the pas sion of man.

A F m A F m

VERSE 2: Unison Choir (men 8vb)

2. Born to Ma ry in the pas sion of God,
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The Waiting World

A F m A F m

Tenor

Bass

VERSE 3
Soprano

Alto

3. Sing “Ho san na!” to the Fa ther on high!

a tempo

A Bm E7 A F m

2.

a tempo

night and light the wait ing world.

Bm

cresc.

E F m

rit.

Dmaj7

2. “Come re deem us,” we mourn a gain;

rit.

be born a gain this
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Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

3. Wood en man ger, a cra dle filled with hay;

Bm E F m A

3. Come re joice, for our Sa vior is nigh.
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Bm E F m
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Dmaj7
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3. He
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3. wood en cross waits to cra dle him one day.
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A F m A F m

T

B

S

A

Si lent night, ho ly night!

VERSE 4
Solo

4. In

espressivo

the chill of a still win ter’s night,

A

a tempo

Bm E7 A F m

3. God,
a tempo

3.

3. God

God,

a tempo

of God back

back to

to the

the wait

wait ing

ing world.

world.
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The Waiting World

Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

’round yon Vir gin Moth er and Child.

4. An gel voi ces ring out a bove the earth

Bm E F m A

All is calm, all is bright

4. shep herds wa ken to won drous sight.

Prev
iew

Edition #11766



10

The Waiting World

Bm

cresc.

E F m

rit.

Dmaj7

rit.

sleep in heav en ly peace!

rit.

4. Christ our Sa vior is born this night

rit.

to bring the light of

Dmaj7 Bm E A F m

Ho ly in fant so ten der and mild,

4. joy ful songs of the bless ed ba by’s birth.
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A

dim.

F m A

rit.

Amaj7

rit.

Peace. Peace

rit.

in to the world.

4. In to the wait ing world.

rit.

In to the world.

A

a tempo

Bm A F m

a tempo

Sleep

a tempo

in heav en ly peace.

4.

Poco adagio

God

a tempo

in to the wait ing world.
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mild, sleep in heav en ly peace!

rit.

4. birth.
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Christ our Sa
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Choir

Peace. Peace

rit.

in to the world.

A

4. In to the wait

F m

ing world.

A
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In to the
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world.

Sleep
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4. bring
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the light of
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God

A
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The Waiting World

Performance Notes
The Waiting World is ultimately a simple song and can be done many ways. The congregation can
easily sing the “Silent Night” section against the cantor without any kind of worship aid. In my
church, we use the song during Communion at our Christmas masses, beginning with the three
verses of “Silent Night,” though the piece is quite capable of standing on its own.

This song was written from my frustration at the lack of songs dealing with Incarnational
Theology. I feel there is a profound need for songs that speak of Jesus’ journey through life and
death, not just sweet lullabies of an eternally sweet little baby. This is a song of our need for
Christ to “be born again this night” within each of us.

—Ken Morrison
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