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VERSES: Cantor

1. John was a preach in’ by the shores of Jor dan stream:
2. Je sus came to be bap tized by John; and when it was done
3. “My fav or rests up on him,” said a voice from a bove.
4. Come to the riv er where the liv ing wa ters rise:

5. Je sus told his friends, “I need some time by my self to pray;
6. Out on the lake they saw a fear some, fear some sight:
7. Pe ter called to Je sus, “Lord, I’m com in’, I’m com in’ to you.”
8. Pe ter start ed sink ing, and he was cry ing out:
9. Je sus lift ed Pe ter up and calmed the storm y sea.
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Performance Notes
Wade In The Water is adapted from a traditional African-American spiritual. Two sets of Cantor verses
are included. Verses 1-4, for Baptisms and RCIA; Verses 5-9, based on Matthew 14:22-23, the gospel
reading for the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A, which may be used for general celebrations,
Baptism, Reconciliation, and RCIA. The two verse sets are separate and would not normally be used
together.

The Cantor or Choir intones the Refrain once or twice to establish the tune, then the Assembly and
Choir sing the Refrain very quietly while the Cantor sings the Verses. Between Verses the Refrain is
sung with more gusto. Children can “get into” this!

On the Final Refrain, the last one or two measures may be sung more broadly and slowly for
emphasis, as desired.

Sing freely and with feeling; improvised harmony is encouraged.

— MDR
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Assembly Edition
WADE IN THE WATER

Refrain: Traditional African-American Spiritual
Verses: M.D. Ridge Arranged by M.D. Ridge

Verse text and arrangement © 1993, M.D. Ridge.
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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OSTINATO REFRAIN: 1st time: Cantor; thereafter: All

Wade in the wa ter, wade in the wa ter, chil dren now.
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