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Belmont Mass
A Chant Mass for the People of God 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

The Belmont Mass was written in memory of the Benedictine Abbot Alan Rees of Belmont 
Abbey in Herefordshire, England. It is a chant mass that can be sung at any time. Small 
communities, religious houses, those attending weekday or early Sunday morning masses will 
find it easy to sing, accompanied or unaccompanied. It may also be sung during Lent or Advent 
to contrast with your more lively mass settings used in Ordinary Time.  

PENITENTIAL ACT 
The ‘Kyrie’ and ‘Lord have mercy’ may be sung separately or with invocations. 

GLORY TO GOD

The chant should be sung in a fairly fast speech rhythm. 
Allow time for taking breaths at natural pauses. 
The priest may intone the first phrase, ‘Glory to God in the highest’. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ALLELUIA 
A variety of verses is given to cover most gospel themes in Ordinary Time. 
There are also verses for the season of Advent as well funerals. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION FOR LENT  
The verses for each Sunday of Lent, years A, B & C are provided. 

HOLY, HOLY  
Sing with a good pace in speech rhythm so that it does not drag. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS 
Each memorial acclamation is set to different melodies, to avoid confusion. 
The introductory bar in the accompaniment lets people know which text is being sung. 
The priest may sing or say ‘The mystery of faith’. 

DOXOLOGY AND GREAT AMEN

Let the priest sing the doxology with increasing intensity to encourage a strong ‘Amen’. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

This chant comes from “ ‘Morning & Evening’ prayer for the Commute”. Sing it in speech 
rhythm. It may be sung in unison, accompanied or unaccompanied, or with SATB harmony. If 
accompanied, keep it soft. The priest may sing or say ‘Deliver us, Lord…’. 

LAMB OF GOD

‘To final’ bars: The measure ‘have mercy on us’ leading to the final ‘Lamb of God’ is harmonized 
differently to let the assembly know ‘grant us peace’ is coming.  
It is permitted to add different phrases after the initial ‘Lamb of God…’ – such as: 
‘Bread of Life’; ‘Cup of Christ’s Blood’; ‘Savior of All’ etc. Always end with ‘Lamb of God’ to 
let people know the last phrase ‘grant us peace’ is coming. 

— Christopher Walker 
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Alleluia

1. Speak,  Lord,  your                servant   is     listening;     you have the words of ever     -        last   -     ing    life.   (1 Sam 3-9; Jn 6: 68c)

2. Your words, Lord, are            spirit      and  life;             you have the words of ever        -     last     -    ing    life.   (Jn 6: 63c, 68c)

3. I am the light of the world, says        the   Lord;          whoever follows me will have the  light        of     life.   (Jn 8: 12)

4. My sheep hear my voice,    says        the   Lord;          I know them, and they                     fol    -    low   me.   (Jn 10: 27)

5.    I am the way, the truth and the life, says  the Lord:  No one comes to the Father, ex- cept through me.           (Jn 14: 6)

6.    I call you friends, says the Lord:  for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me.                        (Jn 15: 15b)

7.    Your word, O Lord, is truth;    make us holy in the truth.                                                                                           (Jn 17: 17b, 17a)

8.    Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.                                                                                     (Acts 16: 14b)

9.    Be watch-ful, pray constantly,       that you may be worthy to stand before the Son of Man.                            (Lk 21: 36)

10.  Be faithful until death, says the Lord,     and I will give you the crown of life.                                              (Rev. 2: 10c)

11.  Your words, O Lord, give joy to the heart, your teaching is light to my eyes.                                                       (Ps 19: 9)

12.  Teach me your paths, my God,     and lead me in your truth.                                                                                (Ps 25: 4b, 5a)

13.  Teach me the meaning of your law, O God,   and I will guard it with all my heart.                                                  (Ps 119: 34)

14.  God has called us with the Gospel, to share in the glory of our Lord Je - sus Christ.                                            (2 Thes 2: 14)

15.  Increase our faith, O Lord,     that our hearts may burn with your love.                                                               (Lk 17: 5; Lk 24: 32)

Text: Some Gospel verses © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Some Gospel verses © 1970, 1997, 1998, CCD. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Christopher Walker
Belmont Mass

Lenten Gospel Acclamation

1.  One does not live on bread                        a-lone,    but on every word
                                                                                                            that comes  forth from the mouth of   God. (Matt. 4: 4b)

2.  From the shining cloud the Father's voice is heard: This is my beloved          Son,                         hear  him (cf. Matt. 17: 5)

3.  Lord you are truly the Savior of              the world; give me living water that  I  may never thirst  a  -   gain. (cf. Jn 4: 42, 15)

4.  I am the light of the world, says              the Lord;  whoever follows me will have the light            of    life.  (Jn 8: 12)

5.  I am the resurrection and the life, says    the Lord;  whoever believes in me
                                                                                                       even if he dies, will nev           -         er   die. (Jn 11: 25a, 26)

VERSES (Year B)

1. One does not live on bread a-lone, but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. (Matt. 4: 4b)

2. From the shining cloud the Father's voice is heard: This is my beloved Son, listen to him (cf. Matt. 17: 5)

3. God so loved the world that he gave his on - ly Son, so that everyone who believes in him might have eter - nal life. (Jn 3: 16)

4. God so loved the world that he gave his on - ly Son, so everyone who believes in him might have eter - nal life. (Jn 3: 16)

5. Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord; and where I am, there also will my ser - vant be. (Jn 12: 26)

VERSES (Year C)

1. One does not live on bread a-lone, but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. (Matt. 4: 4b)

2. From the shining cloud the Father's voice is heard: This is my beloved Son, listen to him (cf. Matt. 17: 5)

3. Repent, says the Lord; the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matt. 4: 17)

4. I will get up and go to my Father and shall say to him: Father I have sinned against heaven and a - gainst you. (Lk: 15:18)

5. Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart; for I am gracious and merciful. (Joel 2: 12-13)

VERSES (Year A)

Text: Refrain and some verses © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Some verses © 1970, 1997, 1998, CCD. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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We Proclaim Your Death
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Belmont Mass

Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Am/C Bm Em

- - -

When We Eat This Bread
Christopher Walker

Belmont Mass

Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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you have set us free.
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˙ ˙ ˙
u˙ ˙ ˙

C D

- - -

Save Us Savior
Christopher Walker

Belmont Mass

Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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rall. e dim.
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- - - -

Doxology and Amen
Christopher Walker

Belmont Mass

Text © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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The Lord's Prayer

Text: Embolism © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2005, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Our Father, who   art    in   heaven,         hallowed   be   thy   name;        thy kindom come,  thy   will   be   done

Prayerfully

Christopher Walker
Belmont Mass

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from    ev  -  'ry    evil,       graciously grant us peace         in     our     days,

on earth as it     is     in    heaven.      Give us this day our   dail  -  y    bread,    and forgive us    our    trespasses,

as we  for - give  those who   trespass  a - gainst us;   and lead us not into  temp-tation, but de - liver  us  from evil.

(unaccompanied melody, or choir hum underneath, or gentle accompaniment)
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as we await the    bles -  sed    hope  and  the       coming of our Savior,   Je  -  sus     Christ.

For  the  kingdom,    the    power  and the     glory      are     yours        now    and     for    ever. 

that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always   free   from   sin  and     safe  from   all   dis - tress,

BELMONT MASS The Lord’s Prayer (2)
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Lamb of God
Christopher Walker

Belmont Mass

Music: Belmont Mass; Christopher Walker, © 2007, 2010, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Gently, not fast

(E major or minor
for the final chord!)

(E major or minor
for the final chord!)
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