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Blessed Be That Maid Marie
(Guitar/Vocal)

M.D. Ridge
Arranged by Paul Inwood
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Composer Notes
The ten verses of this carol setting can be sung very simply, as in the basic strophic setting set out
on pages 2-3, selecting the verses most appropriate for a particular Marian feast. Alternatively the
full setting can be used, with the first three verses sung as on pages 2-3, continuing with verse four
on page 3.

The interlude on page 2 may optionally be used between some or all verses, and it may also serve as
an introduction to either the simple or the full setting. (There is a different interlude between verse
nine and ten on page 9.)

The pronunciation of “Marie” is as in the French, with the “a” pronounced as in “cab” and the “r”
lightly flipped.

The melody for the verses offers a deliberate faint reminiscence of Benjamin Britten’s “Balulalow”
setting in his Ceremony of Carols (1942), with its clash of sharpened leading note (tone) against
tonic minor tonality. 
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