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in memory of Fr. Eugene LaVerdiere, SSS, 1936–2008

Dining in the Kingdom
Assembly, SATB Choir, Keyboard, and Guitar

Bob Hurd
Choral arrangement by Craig Kingsbury

Keyboard accompaniment by Rick Modlin
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Composer Notes
In his book Dining in the Kingdom of God (Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1994),
Blessed Sacrament Father Eugene LaVerdiere explores Saint Luke’s meal stories in order to throw
light on the meaning of the Eucharist. This song, dedicated to Father LaVerdiere in gratitude for
his years of work as a Scripture scholar, emphasizes the eschatological or “already/not yet”
character of the kingdom. We are already dining in the kingdom because God’s promises have
already been accomplished in Christ. And yet this meal rightly makes us hunger and thirst for its
full realization at the end of history. Celebrating the Paschal Mystery and living it existentially, we
embody the kingdom here and now. We are dining in the kingdom and inviting others to the feast. 

Uses: This song may be used throughout the year for Communion. It may also serve as a general
gathering song with verses 1, 2 and 4. At preparation of the gifts, Communion, or post-Communion,
it complements the readings of the following celebrations:

—Bob Hurd

Advent (throughout the season, but especially:)
Advent 1 (A) [swords into plowshares]
Advent 2 (ABC) 

[the coming reign of God’s justice]
Advent 3 (AB) [Jesus, the fulfillment 

of God’s messianic promises]

Triduum and Easter Season
Holy Thursday
Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday
Easter 3 (ABC) [meals with the risen Lord]
Vigil of Pentecost [come to me and drink]

Ordinary Time
Ord. Time 2 (C) [marriage feast at Cana]
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Ord. Time 17–21 (B) [Jesus, the Bread of Life]
Ord. Time 18 (A) [feeding the five thousand]
Ord. Time 28 (A) [God’s reign like a rich feast]
Our Lord Jesus Christ the King

Ritual Masses
First Communion
Funeral liturgy
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Assembly Edition
DINING IN THE KINGDOM

Bob Hurd

Text: Based on Isaiah 55:1–3; Isaiah 25:6–8; Psalm 85:11–12, 14; Isaiah 2:4; 1 Peter 2:9. 
Text and music © 2008, Bob Hurd. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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