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The opening melodic phrase follows the Lạy Chiên Thiên Chúa (Vietnamese Lamb of God)  
from Bộ Lễ Séraphim by Bishop Nguyễn Văn Hòa.

For the faith community at Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Chapel, San Quentin State Prison, CA

Multilingual Lamb of God
� Rufino Zaragoza, OFM 

Arr. by Craig Kingsbury
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*Since Vietnamese is a tonal language, singing this phrase in unison, rather than using the four part setting, would be preferred.
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Multilingual Lamb of God
FLUTE� Rufino Zaragoza, OFM 

Arr. by Craig Kingsbury

Composer Notes
This setting was first developed for the community of San Quentin California State Prison, where 
I was an occasional volunteer from 1999 to 2009. The chapel had a bilingual (Spanish/English) 
Sunday Mass, but there was little in our repertoire to welcome the Filipino and Vietnamese inmates. 
This setting was composed in 2006, so all could join the Asian inmates in singing a short phrase 
in their language: Filipino or Vietnamese. Over time, in usage outside the prison, more languages 
were added for other events and conferences.

The form of this “Lamb of God” allows for a cantor to intone the language and model the 
pronunciation of the phrase, and the assembly repeats after the cantor. All of the invocations 
include the Latin phrase qui tollis peccata mundi and the English have mercy on us, allowing each 
invocation to be trilingual. 

—Rufino Zaragoza, OFM
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Repeat as desired
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Lamb of God.
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Grant us peace,

œ
œ
œ

Lamb of

w

God.
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