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The Lord Is My Shepherd (Psalm 23)
in memory of Monica Loveday, Brentwood, England

Assembly, Soprano and Bass Soli, SATB Choir,
Organ, and Solo Instrument

Psalm 23(22) Andrew Wright
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Composer Notes
This setting can either be sung as a choir anthem or alternatively with assembly singing the
refrain. In this latter case, the tempo could be somewhat faster. This moderately challenging piece
would work well in a variety of choral situations. The refrain could be sung in unison, if desired,
and the verses’ choral harmonies are optional.

The key of F major, together with gentle flowing accompaniment and ostinato harmonies, attempts
to reflect the mood of the pastoral text.

The piece alternates refrain and verse with the choir supporting the solo and/or cantor lines with
gentle hummed chordal accompaniment in the verses. For the refrain, the choral harmonies require
lightness of singing and particularly so in the last rendition when the soprano descant should be
distinctly heard. Care should be taken to maintain a feeling of rhythmic flexibility throughout.

This setting includes an instrumental part, ideally for oboe, and it should interweave expressively
with the vocal lines. The instrumental part is optional with cue notes provided for keyboard use only.

This setting of Psalm 23 may be used for very general liturgical celebrations, at liturgies where the
theme is that of the Good Shepherd and, of course, at Communion. The piece is also moving and
effective for a Requiem (funeral) Mass and/or Memorial Service.

—Andrew Wright
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Assembly Edition
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD (PSALM 23)

Andrew Wright

Text: Psalm 23(22), © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt, Ltd. All rights reserved.
Music © 2006, 2008, Andrew Wright. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing, nothing I shall want.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.

2.You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.

3. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.
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