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Blessed Be the Lord
Canticle of Zechariah

Assembly, Soloist, Two-Part Choir, Keyboard, Guitar, Percussion and Violin

Based on Luke 1:68–79 Andrew Everson
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Blessed Be the Lord
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Blessed Be the Lord

Composer Notes
The keyboardist should play sparsely leaving space for vocal and violin improvisation yet provide
a firm foundation.

The choir should sing very smoothly using open vowel sounds. I recommend that the soloists use
as haunting and beautiful tone as possible, adhering loosely to the page for a more natural and less
mechanical sound.

In as far as the violin/fiddle part is concerned, while the classically written page will always fall
short of expressing true fiddle styles, this part should work for those who tread in either world. For
those with experience improvising, by all means, treat this as a template being careful not to
compete with the vocals while staying true to a Klezmer/Romany sound. If this part is too
challenging, choose one verse and one refrain and use them over and over.

The basic 3/4 time rhythm notated for the Djembe/Dumbek part should be well established before
adding a little flavor. If possible, tune the low mid-drum sound to a “D” note.

—Andrew Everson
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Assembly Edition
BLESSED BE THE LORD

(Canticle of Zechariah)

Andrew Everson

Text: Based on Luke 1:68–79, © 1970, 1997, 1998, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD). All rights reserved. 
Used with permission. Music © 2004, Andrew Everson. Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 

All rights reserved.
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1. He has raised up a horn for our salvation
within the house of David,
as he promised through the mouth
of his holy prophets from of old.

2. Mindful of the covenant he swore
to our father Abraham,
and granting rescue from our foes,

    so we may worship him in holiness
    and righteousness all our days.
3. You, child, will be called his prophet,

preparing the way before the Lord,
giving knowledge of salvation
through forgiveness of their sins.
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