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Bob Hurd

Choral arrangement by Craig Kingsbury
Based on Psalm 84:2–8, 12–13 Keyboard accompaniment by Rick ModlinPREVIEW
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Composer’s Notes
The symbol of the “temple” is many-layered. Jesus is the temple. Mary who bore him in her
womb is the temple. And in Christ, says St. Paul, the church or community of believers is being
built into a temple “to become a dwelling place for God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19–22). 
The rite for dedicating a church recommends this text for that moment in the celebration when the
altar and walls of the church are anointed with holy oil. Because the verses speak of longing for
the courts of God, going to Zion, the joy of dwelling in God’s house, the song can be used more
generally throughout the year. Here are some specific examples:

Advent 4B
Holy Family C: Responsorial Psalm
Marian Celebrations
Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church: Responsorial Psalm
Gathering, Preparation, Communion
Morning and Evening Prayer: Opening
Morning Prayer Psalmody: Monday, Week III

—Bob Hurd
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Assembly Edition
HOLY IS THE TEMPLE

Bob Hurd

Text based on Psalm 84:2–8, 12–13. Music and text © 2000, Bob Hurd. 
Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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