
A quarterly publication for liturgy preparation 

November 27, 2022–February 21, 2023

A D V E N T  •  C H R I S T M A S  •  E P I P H A N Y  ( A )

Serving 
the Liturgy:  

Facilitating an  
Encounter with the 

Holy through  
Liturgical Music

By Steve Angrisano



November 27, 2022–February 21, 2023

To Our Readers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Ask the Liturgist   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

Bulletin Notes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Full, Conscious, and Active Preparation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

Serving the Liturgy 
Facilitating an Encounter with the Holy  
through Liturgical Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11  
Steve Angrisano

The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church  .  . 14  
U .S . Conference of Catholic Bishops

Theological Awareness: 
The Catechism: The Sacrament of Orders .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 
Dr . Glenn CJ Byer

What’s New in the 2023 Breaking Bread and  
Today’s Missal/Music Issue  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19  
Dr . Glenn CJ Byer

Cantate: Choral Music for the Season  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson

Featured Songs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27 
“When Jesus Comes to Jordan’s Stream”  

  by Casey McKinley/Michael Joncas 

“The House That Love Is Building” by Sarah Hart 

© 2022 fottoo/Adobe Stock

A quarterly publication for liturgy preparation

A D V E N T  •  C H R I S T M A S  •  E P I P H A N Y  ( A )



3  |  TODAY’S LITURGY  |  Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2023

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FILL THE HEARTS  
OF YOUR ASSEMBLY  

WITH MUSIC AND  
THE WORD OF GOD

Find the right missals 
for your unique parish.

LEARN MORE

1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)  |  ocp.org

NEW MISSALSFOR 2023

Through him then let us continually offer  
God a sacrifice of praise, that is,  

the fruit of lips that confess his name. 

– Hebrews 13:15

www.ocp.org/missals-tl231
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/breaking-bread-2023
https://www.ocp.org/en-us
https://www.ocp.org/en-us
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/todays-missal-with-daily-readings-2023
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/heritage-missal-2023
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/choose-christ-missal-2023
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/unidos-en-cristo-united-in-christ-2023
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/misal-del-da-2023


4  |  TODAY’S LITURGY  |  Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2023

to our READERS
As Catholic as….
One of the things that I enjoy most about my work here at 
Oregon Catholic Press is that it is so Catholic. For all the joys 
and sorrows, as the Constitution on the Church in the Mod-
ern World says, working in a Catholic environment helps me 
to reflect on my faith. I am constantly amazed at all the ways 
that OCP affirms that Catholicism – here are just a few:

Theological review of all sung texts
Theology matters. Every song that comes to us for 
publication is analyzed to see if the way the lyrics speak 
theologically is not only correct, but easy to understand. 
It does no good to have something that is theologically 
correct but at the same time will cause confusion among 
the faithful. Internally the company has several people with 
advanced degrees in music, but also in liturgy and theology. 
We take these experts very seriously.

External review
Every song that goes into our worship publications is sent 
out for external theological review. This exercise in humility 
is also an important part of being Catholic. We don’t pretend 
to know it all.

Theological balance
Within each of our resources, we evaluate each section of the 
resource to ensure that there is a good theological balance, 
and that it represents the whole of the deposit of faith. Some-
times people will point to one song or another as too focused 
on one aspect of theology. But, as a Catholic company, know 
that it takes a wide range of songs to express what we believe. 
Of course, this is an ongoing process. As material is replaced, 
we double-check that the faith in all its richness will appeal 
to the widest range of Catholic spiritualties.

Continual openness to 
additional review
We’re not perfect, me first of all. Whenever a customer asks 
about a specific text, our first reaction is not to defend our 
choices, but rather to see the customer’s point of view, for 
their faith matters. We have made changes to several compo-
sitions over the past years, and we will continue to do so as 
the need arises. The truth of the Catholic faith must always 
matter more than our pride.

Promotion of Catholic 
liturgical prayer

Approvals
We send every reading and prayer to the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops to be sure that what we print is 
in full accord with the liturgical books.

Antiphons
Our emphasis on the antiphons from the Roman Missal is 
second to none. No other company has three different com-
plete settings of the antiphons, in addition to having chant 
tones in our Heritage Missal, which also encourage their use. 

Latin
Our collection of Latin sung texts, Laus Tibi, continues to 
help the faithful embrace this important aspect of the litur-
gical tradition. While as Catholics, we embrace vernacular 
languages, everyone should know at least some of the basics 
in Latin. We could not agree more, and in addition to this 
collection, we have continually evaluated all of our worship 
programs to ensure that the key Latin texts are present.

Attention to the teachings  
of the Vatican and the  
Conference of Bishops

Your Bishop and Priest
Whenever the Bishops speak, we listen carefully. Occasion-
ally, individual Bishops may have specific issues with specific 
songs, and we don’t have a problem with that. There is noth-
ing that requires the use of any given song in any diocese, or 
even in any parish. Pastors have the right to indicate their 
preferences as well, and we never, ever, suggest that anyone do 
anything that would overrule the local authorities. I spend a 
lot of time responding to musical/liturgical/theological ques-
tions, and my first answer is always to encourage customers to 
consult the local authorities. OCP has absolutely no interest 
in replacing or working against those authorities.

Catechism
For the last several years, this magazine, and now in Liturgia 
y Cancion, we have had a series of articles that reflect on 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church. Section by section, 
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sometimes line by line, we have been reflecting on how best 
to follow this basic compendium of Catholic teaching. We 
are more than half way through, and we hope to complete 
the project in the coming years. 

Eucharistic Revival
Starting with this issue of Today’s Liturgy, we are offering the 
text of the Bishops’ teaching on the Eucharist that underpins 
the Eucharistic Revival. We gladly present “The Mystery of 
the Eucharist in the Life of the Church” in its entirety, with 
the hope that it will be part of discussion groups and liturgy 
committee meetings across the country during the coming 
years. We will also be providing sections from my book, 
Adoration Basics, which outlines the Church’s rituals around 
adoration and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

Other Rituals
In the last several years, we have been adding and promoting 
elements from the ritual books that may be less known. 
For example, we have added the Pontifical Blessing to our 
missals, and in Today’s Liturgy and Liturgia y Canción 
we have published the sung texts of the Roman Rite for 
the Announcement of the Birth of Christ, as well as the 
Announcement of the Date of Easter.

All of this shows a company of workers that gladly embrace 
the teachings of the Church. I have worked in a Catholic 
seminary, for the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
for Catholic universities, and for other publishing houses 
over the years. The devotion of our Publisher and the many 
wonderful Catholics with whom I work is beyond question. 
The contribution and openness to learning that employees 
of other denominations bring to the company only helps 
us to be more faithful. It is our commitment now and into 
the future to serve Catholics in parishes of all types, from 
large parishes with professional musicians and large choirs, 
to parishes like the one of my childhood where a small team 
of dedicated volunteers kept the parish alive. It is a commit-
ment we are glad to make. I hope that our readers and their 
parishes feel the same way. Happy new liturgical year!

Dr. Glenn CJ Byer 
Manager, Worship Publications
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In honor of the ongoing National Eucha-
ristic Revival, leading up to the nation-
al Eucharistic congress in Indianapolis,  
Indiana in 2024, all Ask the Liturgist 
questions for this year (2023) will be taken 
from Adoration Basics, © 2019 OCP, all 
rights reserved.

Why did exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament begin?

This is a complicated question, but one of the key elements to 
understand is that worship of the Blessed Sacrament at mo-
ments like the elevation at Mass began as a result of controver-
sies that surrounded the Eucharist, especially on when the exact 
moment was at which Jesus was present in the consecrated 
host. The ultimate consensus (see Question 9) was that since 
Jesus is telling the truth, from the moment the priest says, 
“This is my Body,” he is present in the host, and likewise for 
the chalice. 

Adoring the host from a distance became a core element 
of most people’s life of grace, since weekly, let alone daily, 
Communion had become unheard of. This would not be re-
stored until 1905 by Pope Saint Pius X, who also lowered 
the age for first Communion. The importance of seeing the 
host at Mass became a key way to have at least some form of 
Communion with Jesus on a regular basis.

Because of these two factors, two things became important. 
First, that people not see the chalice before the consecration, 
lest they commit idolatry, but second, that as people focused 
more on that moment of the change, the desire to see the 
consecrated host at that moment became the most important 
moment of the Mass. 

It is key to note that this was a populist movement. The pop-
ularity of seeing the host simply led to requests to see the 
consecrated host outside of Mass. In some places, seeing the 
consecrated host replaced actual Communion for the dying 
(viaticum). But in other places, visits to the reserved Blessed 

Sacrament simply were not enough. People wanted to see. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament simply began, without 
an ecumenical council or a ruling from Rome. The earliest 
evidence of this comes from the thirteenth century, where 
lists of the possessions of churches or clergy started to in-
clude references to monstrances (see below) for the specific 
purpose of exposing the Blessed Sacrament. The first de-
scription of exposition comes almost a century later, which 
further shows that exposition of the Blessed Sacrament grew 
organically out of the life and times of the ordinary faithful. 
That is still largely true today.

For Further Reading: Pius X, Sacrosancta Tridentina Synodus and 
Quam Singulari

What is the place of the eucharistic celebration 
in exposition and adoration?

From the beginning, there has been an essential connection 
between adoration and Mass. The idea is to extend the fruits 
of Mass through adoration of a host consecrated at that 
Mass. But the connection goes a little deeper than that: all 
forms of adoration are linked to Communion at Mass. 

At first that may sound odd, since eating and looking are two 
very different things. To consume the host in Communion 
primarily involves the senses of touch, taste (and smell since 
they are linked); but it also involves sight. If Communion is 
properly administered, the priest, deacon, or extraordinary 
minister of holy Communion should show each communi-
cant the host and then say, “The body of Christ.” This goes 
as well for the chalice. And too, the priest, just before Com-
munion, holds the Blessed Sacrament for us to see and says, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of 
the Lamb.” (Roman Missal 132) Behold — it means to look, 
and yes, to adore. Earlier in this book we talked about how 
this element of the Mass grew into what became exposition, 
and so when we talk about the importance of adoration, it 
all comes back to this. To adore is to enter into communion 
with Jesus, to participate in grace, even though it is in a lim-
ited way—not as a sacrament, but as a moment of encounter 
with the Risen Lord.

The Eucharist is the highpoint of the life of the Christian, 
and sacramental Communion is at the center of that. adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament is a way of extending the joy 
and the grace of that sacramental encounter. So yes, we need 
the Mass if we want to understand exposition and adoration.

For Further Reading: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,  
1-14; EM 50, 60-61; HCWEOM 1-4; OSEHE 3-8; RS 129, 134. 

© 2022 OCP. All rights reserved.

Ask the  
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BULLETIN
notes

This is a series of notes for liturgical catechesis in weekly bulletins or inserts.  
Churches that OCP serves have permission to reproduce these notes.  

Copyright lines must appear as printed.  

TOWARD HOLINESS

Treating others as we think 
they deserve is risky busi-

ness. Lacking God’s 
all-seeing vision, we 
can’t read hearts. How 
often do we judge 
someone only to 

discover later that his 
motives were not what 
we had guessed? Jesus 
offers a better way: love 

others whether they 
deserve it or not. 
Doing so, we’re 
only passing 

along what we’ve 
already received: 

God’s given us 
grace beyond our merits. “He 

makes his sun rise on the bad and the good” (Matthew 
5:45). Assuming the best of others, loving and forgiving 
them, we imitate our heavenly Father and inch toward 
that perfect holiness we’re all called to.

Text, Wade Wisler © 2010 OCP. All rights reserved. Image: Seventh  
Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A. Illustration © 2010 M. Erspamer, OSB.

YES!

Today the national feast of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary 
opens a great mystery for the life of every Christian. 
Mary goes before us, accomplishing for all God’s peo-
ple what they hope and expect to do. We believe when 
her parents conceived her she was as sinless as we are 
at our Baptism. She fulfilled that hope when she freely 
said “yes” to bearing Jesus. Do we, do you, say “yes” 
to the opportunities offered by God?

Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2001, OCP. All rights 
reserved. Image: Immaculate Conception of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary, Years ABC. Illustration  
© 2001 S. Erspamer.

PREPARE YE!

Prepare ye a way for the Lord! John runs before the 
Lord, baptizes for repentance, and proclaims that the 
kingdom of heaven is nearby. All this brings us hope for 
God’s help, not just in our daily lives but also for our 
entry into paradise. When the root of Jesse blossoms, all 
is possible because the Lord Jesus comes to save us for 
God. Our Redeemer and Savior restores all to its 
place. Ecce Agnus Dei!

Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, 
STD © 2001, OCP.  
All rights reserved.
Image: Second Sunday  
of Advent, Year A. 
Illustration © 2001  
S. Erspamer.

CHRISTMAS TREE
The fir tree has a long association with Christi-
anity. It began in Germany when St. Boniface, 
the Apostle to Germany (b. 680 AD), who 
converted the German people to Christiani-
ty, was said to have come across a group of 
pagans worshipping an oak tree. In anger, 
St. Boniface is said to have cut down the 
oak tree. To his amazement, a young 
fir tree sprung up from the roots of the 
oak tree. Boniface took this as a sign of 
the Christian faith. It was not until the 
sixteenth century that fir trees were 
brought indoors at Christmas time. 
Legend has it that Martin Luther 
began the tradition of decorating 
trees to celebrate Christmas. One 
crisp Christmas Eve in about 1500, he was 
walking through snow-covered woods 
and was struck by the beauty of a group 
of small evergreens. Their branches, dusted 
with snow, shimmered in the moonlight. When he got home, 
he set up a little fir tree indoors so he could share this story 
with his children. He decorated it with candles lighted in hon-
or of Christ’s birth. By the 1700s, the Christbaum, or “Christ 
tree,” was a firmly established tradition.

Text, Michael R. Prendergast, MTS, MA © 2006, OCP.  
All rights reserved. Illustration © 2006 S. Erspamer.
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National Eucharistic  
Revival has begun

A three-year National Eu-
charistic Revival began in the 
United States on June 19, the 
Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ. The 
Revival’s mission is “to renew 
the Church in this country by 
enkindling a living relationship 

with the Lord Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.” It will culmi-
nate in a national Eucharistic congress in Indianapolis from 
July 17-21, 2024. 

A Eucharistic congress is a gathering of the Church around the 
mystery of the Eucharist. These congresses may be diocesan, 
hosted by a community for the entire local Church; regional 
or national, hosted by a local Church for other Churches of 
a region or nation; or international, hosted by a local Church 
chosen by the Holy Father, for Churches of the entire world. 
Diocesan, regional, and national congresses are convoked by 
bishops, and international congresses by the Holy Father. The 
purpose of these congresses is eucharistic understanding and 
worship. Those gathered are encouraged to strive to more fully 
understand a particular aspect of the Eucharistic mystery ex-
pressed by the congress’s theme, and they worship the Eucha-
ristic mystery publicly, in a bond of charity and unity. 

Inspired and organized by French laywoman Marie- 
Marthe-Baptistine Tamisier (1834-1910), the first Eucharis-
tic congress was held in Lille, France in 1881. Its theme was 
“The Eucharist Saves the World.” In subsequent years, an 
international Eucharistic congress has been held twice in the 
United States. In 1926, a congress was held in Chicago on 
the theme “The Eucharist and the Christian Life.” In 1976, 
the Bicentennial of the United States of America, a congress 
was held in Philadelphia on the theme “The Eucharist and 
the Aspirations of the Human Family.” 

For more information on the Eucharistic Revival or the 10th 
National Eucharistic Congress, go to EucharisticRevival.org. 

Revival: June 19, 2022 – June 8, 2025

• Diocesan Year: 2022–2023; Parish Year: 2023–2024; 
Year of Going Out on Mission: 2024–2025

• Tenth National Eucharistic Congress: Indianapolis,  
July 21–24, 2024

• EucharisticRevival.org

Respond & Acclaim, Spirit & Psalm eBooks for 
2023 now available

Respond & Acclaim, OCP’s annual Responsorial Psalm and 
Gospel Acclamation resource, and Spirit & Psalm, OCP’s 
contemporary Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation 
resource, are available in eBook format once again for 2023.

OCP’s missal accompaniment books will also be published 
as eBooks. The 2023 editions will be available in November.

Designed for use on tablets, these enhanced PDFs feature 
interactive tables of contents and hyperlinked indexes, mak-
ing searching and browsing easy. They’re perfect for liturgy 
preparation, event planning, rehearsals, and study.

Find the Respond & Acclaim 2023 eBook and other eBooks 
published by OCP at ocp.org/ebooks.

Working toward Christian Unity

January 18–25, 2023, marks the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity. Since 1908, Christians around the world have 
taken part in an octave of prayer for Christian unity. Pope 
Pius X gave his blessing to the Church Unity Octave in 
1916 and Pope Benedict XV extended its observance to the 
universal Church.

In the Second Vatican Council’s “Decree on Ecumenism” 
it states that “in certain special circumstances, such as in 
prayer services for unity and during ecumenical gatherings, 
it is allowable, indeed desirable, that Catholics should join 
in prayer with their separated brethren. Such prayers in 
common are certainly a very effective means of petitioning 
for the grace of unity, and they are a genuine expression of 
the ties which even now bind Catholics to their separated 
brethren.” [8]

Pope Francis has continued to call for unity between Chris-
tians, and for interfaith dialogue during his time as pope. 
OCP as a publisher is committed to the cause of Christian 
unity and has several published pieces of music that support 
this mission. “Somos el Cuerpo de Cristo/We Are the Body 
of Christ,” by Jaime Cortez (BB/MI 579, 30108462 OCP), 
“Many and Great,” by Ricky Manalo, CSP (BB/MI, 580, 
30108918 OCP), and “Companions on the Journey,” by 
Carey Landry (BB/MI 581, 3011262 OCP).

For more information on the Week of Prayer for Christian Uni-
ty, log on to https://www.usccb.org/committees/ecumenical-in-
terreligious-affairs/international-week-prayer-christian-unity.

© 2022 OCP. All rights reserved.
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I        learned to play guitar and sing for others as the youngest member of the Sunday night 
choir at my childhood parish. When people ask me who my musical inspirations were, 

I always say Les. They often ask, “Les Paul?” No, Les—the guy who led music at the 6 
p.m. Mass. I don’t think I ever even knew his last name! However, he was kind enough 
to write chord diagrams in my music book in advance, so this 13-year-old kid learning 
to play guitar didn’t have to confess out loud that he doesn’t know how to play F#m. If 
someone had told that kid that a song he wrote would one day be in the book, he would 
have lost his mind. I have loved being a liturgical musician since I picked up a guitar for 
the first time, and I try never to take for granted the responsibility and blessing of being 
a part of people’s lives in so many important and intimate moments. 

The first line of the Physician’s Creed says “First off, do no harm.” I’ve often thought, 
this would also make an excellent first line of the liturgical musician’s creed. The Mass 
is already a miracle, even before we sing a single note. In the Eucharist, we receive Jesus 
Christ—Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. Gathered as the living Body of Christ, we 
quite literally experience a foretaste of heaven. The Mass is the ultimate encounter with 
the holy. If what we’re about to sing or play will muddle that in any way, it is genuinely 
better to do nothing.

My first priority, every time I serve at liturgy, is not to distract from this encounter. My 
second priority, and the primary goal of liturgical music, is to help facilitate the encounter 
with the holy. If I ever find myself unsure whether singing that extra verse is going to add 
to or distract from the moment…I don’t do it. I long ago realized that the goals of liturgical 
music at Mass will never be strictly musical. While I may be weighing in my mind the fact 
that Jane will be sad if she doesn’t get her solo verse, or that the ensemble sounds partic-
ularly good on this last part if we can get to it, those musical and personal factors can’t 
override the main purpose of our presence in the liturgy— to facilitate an encounter with 
Jesus for the great majority of the people in church who, of course, are not in the choir.

I stand confident in saying that the biggest obstacle to powerful and effective liturgy (in 
so far as music is concerned) is not style, but quality. And perhaps our biggest blind spot 
is often our own fear or unwillingness to grow, to receive constructive criticism, or make 
changes based on that feedback. If I could name one trait I’ve found universally among 
good liturgical musicians, regardless of genre, it would be self-awareness. The best mu-
sicians at liturgy possess a keen awareness of how they (both musically and liturgically) 
are impacting the moment. 
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I find it enlightening how often, when asked to clinic an 
ensemble, I might say something like, “one thing to con-
sider” or “it’s generally good to…(whatever it is:)…” and 
the response comes back immediately, “Oh yes, we always 
do that.” This creates a truly interesting challenge in so far 
as, how do I go about finding a way to say, “Well…today 
you definitely didn’t do that or I wouldn’t have just said 
it!” Bottom line? It’s difficult to grow if your perception of 
where you are now is not accurate. 

Perhaps one of the greatest unrecognized gifts of being a 
composer is that I must constantly record and listen back to 
what I’m doing. I have to face out of tune vocals or the rush-
ing of a gentle meditative song with brutal honesty. As a voice 
coach, I found that consistently recording and listening back 
is one of the best ways for people to correct pitch issues be-
cause they can make adjustments to what they ‘hear in their 
own head’ and honestly and immediately evaluate the results. 
We must be willing to do the same in our own way. 

Liturgical musicians are essentially musical athletes. No 
athlete competing at a high level can stop training. I still 
take occasional guitar lessons, particularly when I feel a 
“sameness” in how I play everything. Most published mu-
sic today, my own included, is constantly reviewed, reject-
ed, rewritten, and eventually accepted. All of us have to be 
willing to gather feedback and grow. First takeaway: Make 
a decision to be courageous— to gather and evaluate honest 
feedback with the aim of being more attuned to how you 
are affecting and influencing your parish liturgy. I’m con-
vinced that self-awareness can be cultivated. 

Growth as a musician also includes expanding the breadth of 
music you feel comfortable and confident singing and playing. 
If we approach styles of music outside our comfort zone only 
occasionally, never developing a sense of mastery, it will always 
feel awkward to our choir and congregation. There are many 
reasons I chose St. Meinrad for my graduate studies in liturgy 
and sacrament, but the primary one as a more modern musi-
cian, was because it was the home of people like Benedictine 
Fathers Columba Kelly and Harry Hagan, and a rich musical 
heritage that has made enormous contributions to the beauty 
of chant, plainsong, and hymnody in liturgy. I desired to grow 
in a complimentary, if perhaps unexpected direction. After 
spending several years praying there, I can assure you that if 
you don’t think chant can move a modern heart, you haven’t 
heard it done the way it’s intended to be done. I am speaking in 
particular of the chant/plainsong originating from Saint Mein-
rad Archabbey. Refer to their chant tones which are available 
free online and Fr. Columba Kelly’s Entrance and Commu-
nion Antiphons published by OCP (https://bit.ly/3B3BhE6).

But, if you don’t think modern music can be powerful and 

reverent and at home in the liturgy, I assure you, you’ve never 
or only rarely heard it done the way it’s intended to be done. 

My dad used to say “if your only tool’s a hammer, every 
problem looks like a nail.” I find this especially insightful 
when it comes to liturgical music. If you think the best way 
to evangelize that hardened confirmation group and their 
increasingly cynical parents is to start chanting Latin anti-
phons, or that the way to bring more life to the 8 a.m. Mass is 
to introduce electric guitars (turned up to 11), I’m pretty sure 
you’ve only got a hammer in your toolbox and everything 
you see is looking more like a nail. We owe it to our com-
munities to have more to offer them. Takeaway number two: 
Make the investment of time and effort to be able to do more 
than one style of liturgical music with ease and confidence. 
You will never regret having those tools in your toolbox.

I’ve come to realize that like-minded people often greatly un-
derestimate the diversity of the parish community. We have 
a tendency to project our own preferences as everyone’s. Be-
cause worship music speaks to me in a fresh and powerful 
way, it should speak to you as well. Because I find Latin more 
efficacious to prayer than English, you should too. A parish 
is not a convent or a monastery that drew upon like minds to 
make up its community. There are a lot of different kinds of 
people praying with us on Sunday.  Yes there are those ladies 
on the front row praying the Rosary first, ready for English, 
Spanish, Latin, you name it! There are also those husbands in 
the back row and teenagers scattered around with their arms 
crossed, wondering if anything that they experience today 
will remotely resonate with their actual everyday life. Parish 
liturgy will always have some degree of missionary element 
to it. We are constantly evangelizing and re-evangelizing the 
suffering, the lost, and the least. 

So what kind of music should we do at Mass? 

My first answer is… good music! Remember, quality—not 
style—is the first obstacle. This little graph was shared with 
me long ago and it rings true to me to this day:

Great liturgy done well is transcendent 

Poor liturgy done well is inspiring

Great liturgy done badly is tolerable

Poor liturgy done badly is demoralizing

Draw a line right through the middle and realize that, to a 
degree, it doesn’t matter what you or I call “good liturgy,” 
though we may disagree. If we execute with the utmost of 
competence; if we do it with power, reverence and sensitivi-
ty to the liturgy, the WORST we can be is inspiring. Inspir-
ing is the worst case scenario!
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My second answer…yes. Yes, do that kind of music. Con-
temporary liturgical. Traditional Hymnody. Chant. Praise 
and worship music (provided the theology of the song 
matches the theology of the liturgy). Speak the language of 
the heart in as many ways as you are able, to share the love 
of Christ with as many people as possible. 

There are liturgical moments of such gravitas that an 
ancient chant or traditional hymn is the most fitting and 
beautiful choice. There are also moments where, perhaps 
after Communion or during a particularly evocative Psalm, 
singing and praying with a melody and words that speak 
to a modern heart and resonate with a modern ear will 
absolutely take your breath away.

We are often taught that Christ is present in four ways in 
the Eucharistic liturgy; in the Priest, in the Sacrament, in 
the Word, and in the people. But that is a misquote. The 
document actually says in the praying and singing of the 
people. Engaging the congregation with music that reso-
nates in their hearts and leads to encounter with the living 
God is not a fortunate side effect of music in the liturgy, it 
is the reason for music in the liturgy! What a blessing it is 
that we are able to be a part of people’s lives in this way, and 
with the grace of God, may we have the faith and strength 
to continue to refine our craft and renew our passion.

© 2022 OCP. All rights reserved.
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1. On March 27, 2020, at an early point in the global pandemic, Pope Francis walked alone in 
the rain across an empty St. Peter’s Square to offer prayer for the world in a time of crisis. 
“Faith,” he said, “begins when we realize we are in need of salvation. We are not self-suf-
ficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, like ancient navigators needed the 
stars.”1 Recalling when Jesus was asleep in the boat as a tempest was raging (Mk 4:35-41), 
the Holy Father said, “The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter faith.”2 
On that day, Pope Francis presided over the rite of Eucharistic Exposition and Benedic-
tion in order to focus our attention on the presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 
The Pope was reminding us that even in a time of turbulence and crisis, Jesus is present 
among us, as present as he was long ago in the boat on the Sea of Galilee. 

2. In similar fashion, Pope Saint John Paul II reminded us of this ongoing presence when he 
repeated to us the words of Christ: I am with you always, to the end of the age (Mt 28:20). 
He proclaimed: “This promise of Christ never ceases to resound in the Church as the 
fertile secret of her life and the wellspring of her hope. As the day of Resurrection, Sunday 
is not only the remembrance of a past event: it is a celebration of the living presence of the 
Risen Lord in the midst of his own people.”3

3. We call on these inspiring words of the saintly Pope John Paul II as we offer these 
reflections on the importance of the Eucharist in the life of the Church. We do so 
mindful of how the pandemic has forced us to stay physically distant from one an-
other and, for a time, to view the celebration of the Mass on a television or computer 
screen. Many of the faithful appear to have had their faith and their desire for the Eu-
charist strengthened by such a long separation. At the same time, as pastors we sense 
that others, having lived without Mass for so long, may have become discouraged or 
accustomed to life without the Eucharist. In many ways the pandemic is still with us. 

4. As Christians we know that we need Christ to be present in our lives. He is our very 
sustenance as he reminded us: unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within you (Jn 6:53). 

5. The Lord accompanies us in many ways, but none as profound as when we encounter him 
in the Eucharist. On our journey toward eternal life, Christ nourishes us with his very self. 
Once, when told by someone that she no longer saw the point of going to daily Mass, the 
Servant of God Dorothy Day reflected: “We go eat of this fruit of the tree of life because 
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Jesus told us to. . . . He took upon himself our humanity 
that we might share in his divinity. We are nourished by his 
flesh that we may grow to be other Christs. I believe this 
literally, just as I believe the child is nourished by the milk 
from his mother’s breast.”4 

6. Yet, we also know that he is present to us in a way that 
binds us together as one body, which we proclaim by our 
“Amen” in responding to the invitation: The Body of 
Christ. Again, we call on the words of the beloved Polish 
pope: “For this presence to be properly proclaimed and 
lived, it is not enough that the disciples of Christ pray in-
dividually and commemorate the death and Resurrection 
of Christ inwardly, in the secrecy of their hearts. Those 
who have received the grace of baptism are not saved as 
individuals alone, but as members of the Mystical Body, 
having become part of the People of God.”5

7. As we continue to welcome people back to the communal 
celebration of the Mass, it must be acknowledged that no 
document can exhaust the mystery of the gift of the Eucha-
rist. Nevertheless, at various times, it is desirable to reflect on 
certain facets of the mystery that are relevant to contempo-
rary issues and challenges and that help us to appreciate more 
deeply the gift of grace that has been given to us. At this par-
ticular moment for the Church in the United States, with its 
many challenges, we would like to reflect on Christ’s gift of 
himself in the Eucharist and our response to that gift. 

I.  THE GIFT 

8. At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper celebrated on Holy 
Thursday, the priest prays these words: 

For he is the true and eternal Priest,  
who instituted the pattern of an everlasting sacrifice  
and was the first to offer himself as the saving Victim,  
commanding us to make this offering as his memorial.  
As we eat his flesh that was sacrificed for us,  
we are made strong,  
and, as we drink his Blood that was poured out for us,  
we are washed clean. 

The words of the liturgy on the night the Church com-
memorates the institution of the Eucharist speak to us of 

the Mass as the re-presentation of Christ’s unique sacrifice 
on the Cross, the reception of Christ truly present in the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist, and the marvelous effects of 
communion in those who receive this gift.6

9. The mission of the Lord’s entire life on earth was to glorify the 
Father by bringing us salvation. In the Nicene Creed recited 
at Mass, we profess “For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of 
the Virgin Mary, and became man.” The salvation offered in 
the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ is nothing less 
than sharing in the very life of God, in the communion of 
love among the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. There 
is no greater gift that God could possibly give us. In Christ, 
we are sharers in the divine nature (2 Pt 1:4). The Church 
Fathers referred to this participation in the divine life as 
“divinization.” The eternal Son of God made this possible by 
becoming man and uniting humanity to his divine Person. St. 
Augustine explained, “the maker of man was made man, so 
that man might be a receiver of God.”7 In fact, Pope Francis 
reminds us that “in the bread of the Eucharist, ‘creation is 
projected towards divinization, towards the holy wedding 
feast, towards unification with the Creator himself.’”8
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The last section on the sacraments in the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts Mat-
rimony and Holy Orders together. The reason for this might come as a surprise 

to many who receive these sacraments. They are alike because in neither case are they 
ultimately about the people being ordained or being married. Talk about a counter-cul-
tural vision! For Matrimony, the wedding may help with the salvation of the couple, but 
primarily it is for the service they will offer the Church as parents and as a witness to how 
the Church might be built up in our time. But more on matrimony in the coming article. 

For ordination, the introduction (1534) is clear—being a Deacon, Priest, or Bishop gives 
no special advantages when it comes to personal salvation. At the last judgement, God 
will not ask if anyone has been a Priest. The only way it helps, incidentally, is that an 
ordained person may have dedicated his life more fully the service of others. That the 
Roman Martyrology (the official list of saints in the Church) has more Bishops, Priests, 
and even a few Deacons than it does lay people might make us question this assertion. 
However, in reading the accounts of these saints, their ordination is mentioned only in 
passing. What mattered was what they did: took the place of those being sent to the death 
camps in World War II, dedicating a life to serving the needs of the poor, or the myriad 
other ways we can serve each other. 

Therefore, from the beginning, music for ordinations should have a stronger sense of the 
opportunity that ordination gives for a life of service. Certainly, the Ubi Caritas in any 
of its forms is an appropriate selection, as is Benedictine Delores Dufner’s strong text, 
“The Spirit Sends Us Forth.”

The section specifically on Orders begins with the assertion that Orders are a continua-
tion of the apostolic ministry (1536), and that while it is one sacrament, it comes in three 
degrees. This means that all three of these celebrations – for Deacon, Priest, and Bishop, 
are apostolic in their orientation and sacramental in their transmission. This is also dealt 
with in the section (1554-1571). The inclusion of Bishop as a degree of this sacrament 
may seem obvious now, but in the pre-conciliar system there were seven degrees of order 
which did not include Bishop. (Porter, Lector, Acolyte, Exorcist were ‘minor’ orders—
Subdeacon, Deacon and Priest were the major orders). Sadly, the restoration of the de-
gree of Bishop as degree of Orders returns it to a pastoral ministry at a time when many 
Bishops I have spoken to long for the opportunity to be more with the flock that is en-
trusted to their care instead of to the immense burden of the administration of a diocese.

The history of Orders is a bit complicated. The unique priesthood and sacrifice of Jesus is 
strongly affirmed (1544 -1545), and is assigned to all the faithful, as well as in a particular 
way to those in Orders (1546-1553). Still, this notion of the priesthood of Christ is tied to 
the notion of priesthood in the Old Testament. In that tradition, these priests performed 
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animal sacrifices at a single sanctuary in Jerusalem. Catholic 
Christianity and so the current prayers for ordination for 
all three degrees make a specific reference to the Levitical 
priesthood, but more as a model or a prefiguring of what the 
Church does today. What does this mean, both liturgically 
and musically? 

References to service in the Temple, like Roc O’Connor’s 
recent gem, “One Day within Your Temple,” would be a 
great way to reference this aspect. And since Jesus is the 
source of the service of the baptized and the service of the 
ordained, it makes sense to make use of at least one of the 
songs from that section of our repertoire – songs that we 
sing regularly to celebrate the loving service of all God’s 
children. Luke Rosen’s treatment of “Forth in the Peace 
of Christ We Go,” with text by Jesuit Father James Quinn 
would be a powerful replacement for “O God beyond All 
Praising,” which has become the standard anthem, at least at 
the ordinations I have attended. 

There are many important moments in the ordination rites, 
so let’s look at a few of them. One is the exchange of peace 
– the Catechism (1537-1538) makes it clear that ordination 
welcomes the newly ordained into an order – a group. In 
the last few decades, we have become aware of the order of 
catechumens, but there are other orders among the laity in 
the history of the Church, like widows and penitents. The 
welcome by means of the ecclesiastical embrace reinforces 
this teaching, and if it goes on for a time, a song of blessing 
might be in order, trying to express in song what the other 
members of that order are saying in words.

Reaching back to a teaching made at the council of Chal-
cedon in 451, the Catechism describes the celebration of 
ordination of any degree as a celebration of the particular 
Church – what we would normally call a diocese – because 
the ordination is for the diocese, not the personal possession 
of the individual. Those preparing the liturgy should make 
every effort to have “as many of the faithful as possible to 
take part” in that celebration (1572). This teaching points to 
the importance of the affirmation of the particular Church 
of the choice of those for ministry, and it points to the im-
portance of the prayer of the whole Church through the 
Litany of the Saints.

A quick word for musicians about the litany: you may need 
to be a bit creative to ensure you get the litany right. The 
wonderful “Litany of the Saints” by Barbara Bridge has 
made sure that the intercessions for those to be ordained are 
included. Use these and not the ones for the Order of Chris-
tian Initiation. In addition, you may have to be a bit creative 
with the lists of saints. The ordination of a Bishop includes 

all the Apostles, while the Ordination of a Deacon separates 
Saint Francis from Saint Dominic, and adds Saint Vincent. 
Why, you ask? Saint Francis was ordained a Deacon, not a 
Priest, and Saint Vincent is one of the important examples 
of Deacon Saints in the Roman Martryology. With a little 
attention to detail, you’ll be sure to have the community 
praying for the right rite. 

Finally, as the ritual unfolds, the central liturgical act of all 
ordinations is the laying on of hands (for a bishop it is the 
laying of the Book of Gospels) on the heads of those to be 
ordained. I like to use this liturgical moment as evidence of 
the most powerful prayer in the Christian tradition, which is 
the prayer of silence. While there are explanatory prayers, at 
the key moment the ordaining prelate prays in silence. Silence 
is so powerful because it is completely democratic. It requires 
the prayerful attention of everybody. Without the participa-
tion of all, it is no longer silence. Enter as fully as you can into 
this moment. If it is a hot summer day, turn off the fans for 
the ordination rite, and any electronic stuff that is making a 
buzzing sound. Instruct all those who are serving in any min-
istry to model this attentive silence. And for goodness sake be 
sure that everyone’s cell phones are set to silent mode!

Because ordinations are important events in the life of a di-
ocese or a religious order, there should be a strong sense 
of collaboration in all aspects of preparing this liturgy. Of 
course, the interests and taste of those to be ordained should 
be taken into consideration, and so should the choices that 
the Bishop celebrant is allowed to make. If the ordination 
takes place at the cathedral church, there is probably a 
well-organized system in place for these celebrations. But, 
and this is especially the case for diaconate celebrations, 
should the celebration be held at the home parish of one or 
more of those to be ordained, things are different. To have 
these celebrations around the diocese helps with vocation 
awareness, so it is a common practice. When the celebration 
happens in a place where ordinations are not regular occur-
rences, then collaboration between diocese and parish, and 
sometimes even those responsible for the formation of the 
candidates for ordination, should be considered essential. 
Issues as mundane as parking can deflate the joy of these 
celebrations. But walking through every element of the cel-
ebration and being aware of all the requirements for space 
in the building – for clergy, for the rites themselves, for all 
those who serve at the liturgy – all of this is crucial, since 
any one of these can throw a curve ball. Talking early and 
often will ensure that when the unexpected happens – and it 
will – everyone is able to keep things flowing in a prayerful 
manner for the whole assembly.  

© OCP 2022. All rights reserved.
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At the start of this annual article, I want to share a statistic that 
is a tribute to our engraving and layout team here at OCP. We 
are adding five more songs than we are deleting. By changing 
the order of songs and by doing creative things like moving 
Kevin Keil’s beautiful response to the Good Friday interces-
sions to the appropriate point in the resource, space was saved. 
So let me start with gratitude to our engraving team. 

At the risk of burying the lead, I am immensely pleased to 
celebrate with you the fact that Music Issue is growing up 
this year. Adding the 120 pages of music for Advent through 
Pentecost and Ordinary Time that used to only appear in 
Breaking Bread, this resource is now a complete annual 
hymnal. It is an important development, and we know that 
it will be a great help to many parishes. 

Now, on to the music itself! When it comes to that seasonal 
music newly added to Music Issue, three additions will have a 
real impact on your music ministry. Two of these are by Father 
Michael Joncas, whose output of new hymn texts is inspiring 
composers like Scot Crandal and Casey McKinley to new 
heights of excellence in composition. “When Jesus Comes to 
Jordan’s Stream” for Baptism of the Lord and “From Dust 
We Came, to Dust Return” for Lent are just really great piec-
es. Add to that the new Easter composition by Bob Hurd, 
“Alleluia! He Is Risen,” and you can immediately see why an 
annual resource is such a blessing for your parish. 

This year, we spent a lot of time looking at the Gathering and 
Communion sections of the resource. Three new composi-
tions have been added to each of these sections. For gathering, 
we have the beautiful “The House That Love Is Building” 
from Sarah Hart, and a contemporary treatment of Psalm 100, 
“Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving,” by Timothy R. Smith. 
Add to that the gathering version of Bob Hurd and Ken 
Canedo’s “Alleluia! Give the Glory” with the original refrain 
text that everyone loves, and you can see that we have exciting 
new fuel for this moment of the liturgy. I should note that we 
have kept the Gospel Acclamation from the Mass of Glory.

When it comes to Communion, especially during Ordinary 
Time, the three new titles we have added will go a long way to 
expanding our repertoires. “Pan del Cielo/Bread from Heaven” 

from the collaboration between Iván Díaz, Tom Booth, and Es-
tela García-López has been tearing up the internet, with nearly 
200,000 views on YouTube! Not only is it a powerful song, but 
the bilingual treatment makes it suitable for all kinds of assem-
blies. “The Body of Christ,” also by Sarah Hart, and “Amen, Let 
It Be Done” by Curtis Stephan round out our new Communion 
offerings. 

As I look at the remaining dozen new offerings for the 
Missal, I am amazed at the variety. We are so glad to have a 
classic from the Notre Dame Folk Choir’s Steve Warner, “I 
Have Been Anointed,” and a new song from Father Ricky 
Manalo and Jesse Manibusan that makes use of Tagalog ex-
pressions, “Blessed Are You /Mapapalad Kayo.” I strongly 
encourage you to listen to our beautiful recording of this 
piece and then make the effort to add it to your repertoire. 
The same applies to beautiful compositions like “Hallelujah, 
Salvation and Glory,” which I have been listening to over 
and over again. So too for the rest of the wonderful new mu-
sic. The annual webinar on what’s new in the Missal program 
was recorded and makes great listening as you consider all 
these new pieces. Look at the many styles of music we have 
added – perhaps there is something there to challenge your 
music ministry to explore new forms. 

As for songs that are being retired, we have made the de-
cision to replace “Song of Farewell” with a beautiful new 
piece by Michele MacAller and Kathleen McGrath, “May 
the Angels Be Your Guide.” Also retired from the program 
are a couple of longstanding songs of praise. We know that 
some of these have a strong following, and should you con-
tinue to use them, we welcome you reporting those usages 
at OneLicense. 

My editor will tell you that I am already over my word limit 
for this article. I could go on for days talking about how 
wonderful it is to be in a time of exploration, a time when 
we are finding new ways to sing of our beautiful Catholic 
faith. This intersection of doctrine with contemporary life 
experiences will continue to nourish the musical tradition of 
the Church for years to come. Together, let us give thanks!

© 2022 OCP. All rights reserved.
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310  The House That Love Is Building (Hart)

313  Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving (Smith)

319  Alleluia! Give the Glory (Canedo, Hurd)

326  The Body of Christ (Hart)

327  Amen, Let It Be Done (Stephan)

409  Kyrie Litany (Rosen)

435  Oh, Who Can Know the Mind of God (Wedgewood, Glen)

460  There Is a Season (Kendzia)

478  I Love the Lord (Inwood)

496  I Have Been Anointed (Warner)

506  We’ve Come This Far by Faith (Goodson)

566  Hallelujah, Salvation and Glory (LaValley)

604  Light of Christ, Burn Bright (Johnson, Kyler)

622  In God’s Perfect Time (Schutte)

631  Act Justly (B. Farrell)

690  May the Angels Be Your Guide (MacAller, McGrath)
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to my dear friends, George “Bud” and Kathleen Baker, 
members of the St. Barnabas Parish Music Ministry in Portsmouth, Rhode Island

Star of Wonder, Star of Light
 Gael Berberick 

Arr. by Kevin Keil

Text © 2019, 2021, Gael Berberick (ASCAP). Music © 2019, 2021, Gael Berberick and Kevin Keil (ASCAP). 
Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. This edition © 2022.

 Parts for Flute and Violin (30149166) are available online. Please visit ocp.org.
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30149003 Star of Wonder, Star of Light Gael Berberick 
30149004 (PDF) SAB Choir, Descant, Piano, Guitar, Assembly

CONTEMPORARY SONGS OF FAITH

ocp.org | 1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)

30148995 For the Beauty Arranged by Rick Modlin 
30148996 (PDF) SATB Choir, Keyboard, Guitar, Assembly

For the Beauty
DIX

Arranged by
Rick Modlin

ocp.org | 1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)

C H O R A L S E R I E S

30148983 In This Sacred Space and Time Ricky Manalo, CSP 
30148984 (PDF) SATB Choir, Keyboard, Guitar, Solo Instrument in C, Assembly

In This Sacred Space and Time

Ricky Manalo, CSP

ocp.org | 1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)

Cantar
Alabanzas

Colección Coral

FROM THE COLLECTION
Día de Fiesta

Songbook #20235 | CD #20234

30101895 Un Niño Nos Ha Nacido/A Child Is Born unto Us Alberto Taulé
30102733 (PDF) SATB Choir, Keyboard, Guitar,
 Trumpet I & II in Bb, Assembly

Un Niño Nos Ha Nacido/
A Child Is Born unto Us

Alberto Taulé
(1932-2007)

ocp.org | 1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)

Commissioned by Paul Lee and the choir of St. Victor Church, West Hollywood, California

Hodie Christus Natus Est
Luke 2:11, 13-14 and Psalm 33:1 Craig Phillips

© 1995, Craig Phillips. Published by TRINITAS, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  
All rights reserved. This edition © 2022.

SCORE File: Project: File Date: Time: Print data:HODIE1K.MUS�              Hodie Christus    10:3404-05-95 1.00   .50   .75 1200 8
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4502 Hodie Christus Natus Est Craig Phillips 
30115439 (PDF) SATB, Organ

Choral Review Service
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antateC
Choral Music for the Season

I always get excited when pumpkin spice lattes become available. But what I really crave 
is a peppermint mocha coffee in one of my favorite holiday cups. Just the thought of it 
stirs up seasonal memories I treasure. For some, the hustle and bustle of the holidays 
conjures up stress and painful memories. Those who know me accept my affinity for 
Advent and Christmas. My choir members have accepted that rehearsing new choral 
anthems for Advent and Christmas can happen any time. In fact, after the rehearsal at 
Easter this year one of the jovial tenors half-jokingly asked, “Are you pulling out new 
Christmas pieces next week?” I suppose my reasons for early rehearsals for Advent and 
Christmas are, in part, selfish ones. I want the music that graces the liturgies of these 
seasons to be so well-prepared and imbedded into choristers that the stress of the secular 
world fades away when they sing it. Begin exploring the offerings of new music that 
enrich the seasons that are approaching. 

Adam Lay Ybounden 
By James Denman
TRINITAS Advent & Christmas Series 
Octavo 30149040  |  PDF Octavo 30149041  |  ocp.org/30149040

Difficulty: Easy/Medium | Voicing: SATB Choir, Descant, Piano, Flute, Assembly | Time: 1:31/1:33

A text that I think every choir should have in its repertoire, Adam Lay Ybounden, relates 
the Biblical events of Genesis to the Fall of Man (or Fall of Adam). While there are many 
modern choral settings available, Dr. James Denman has created two separate, original 
musical settings of the same text that should not be overlooked. Both settings bring to 
mind the late medieval era of the lyrics by using pedal points, drones, and modal har-
monies. The first, more florid SATB setting augments the organ accompaniment with 
integral flute and oboe parts and a surging hemiola effect, alternating measures of 6/8 
and 3/4. The choir is mostly unison throughout, only breaking into full harmony at the 
final fortissimo. Though in unison and musically more accessible, capturing accurately 
the rhythmic variety is essential. I find short anthems (under 2 minutes) very suitable for 
liturgy. The second setting is for unison choir (until the final four measures) with a spare 
organ accompaniment and a straightforward triple-time setting, nonetheless beautiful for 
its simplicity. Skilled choirs will find both settings quite accessible.

The O Antiphons
Christopher Walker/Paule Freeburg, DC
TRINITAS Advent & Christmas Series 
Octavo 30145900, PDF Octavo 30145901, DPL 30148133  |  ocp.org/30145900

Difficulty: Medium/Difficult  |  Voicing: SATB a cappella  |  Time: 8:35

I could listen to the recording of The O Antiphons on repeat for hours. My thirst for beau-
tiful choral music is quenched when listening to this recording. They have been sung in the 

Angela Westhoff-Johnson is the 
Director of Product Development 

for OCP and music director at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Portland, Oregon.  

She holds a bachelor’s degree  
in music from Simpson College in 

Indianola, Iowa, and a master’s  
degree in conducting from the 

University of Oregon. 

Angela Westhoff-Johnson
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Church since at least the eighth century. They formed (and 
still do today) the sung antiphon before the Magnificat canticle 
during Evening Prayer for the seven days before Christmas. 
They proclaim the coming of Christ under seven titles used 
to describe the coming Messiah in the Hebrew Scriptures: O 
Wisdom…O Root of Jesse… O Key of David….. etc. The 
well-known hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (veni, 
veni, emmanuel) also makes use of these texts. Mr. Walker’s 
musical settings of the O Antiphons are more beautiful than I 
can put into words. You must listen to the recording! The oc-
tavo – edition 30145900 (PDF 30145901) – includes 10 settings 
of the O Antiphons scored for SATB choirs. The recording 
features the same music written for SSAATTBB choir. The 
fuller version is available from the publisher, though the four-
part version is more accessible to most SATB choirs. They are 
short, but packed with musical genius. Though the antiphons 
were originally meant to be sung during the seven days lead-
ing up to Christmas, they may also be sung throughout the 
entire Advent season, during Mass, and for other non-liturgi-
cal celebrations such as Lessons and Carols, or for Reconcili-
ation and prayer services. 

Hush You, My Baby
Ephrem Feeley
OCP Advent & Christmas Series 
Octavo 30148352, PDF Octavo 30148353  |  ocp.org/30148352

Difficulty: Easy/Medium  |  Voicing: SATB Choir, Descant, 
Piano, Flute, Assembly  |  Time: 3:44

One of many Christmas carol texts that Timothy Dudley-Smith 
has written, this has—despite the overall lullaby topic—a sig-
nificant reference to the Passion and death of Christ in the third 
of the five stanzas. Feeley has imaginatively organized the vers-
es in a musically symmetrical way (often understood as the rep-
resentation of a cross), with unison first and final stanzas, SATB 
harmonization for stanzas 2 and 4, and a darker verse in the 
middle. Accompanied by piano and flute, the triple-meter set-
ting uses a repeated dotted-note rocking figure typical of cradle 
songs. Though new, it will be immediately accessible to choir 
and congregation alike. It just feels like Christmas. Its final 
verse offers a descant that will appeal to the sopranos instantly! 
Singable and in a comfortable range. Hush You, My Baby is ac-
cessible to four-part choirs and of moderate difficulty. 

Two Christmas Carols
by Nathan Jensen
TRINITAS Choral Series, Octavo 30114057  |  ocp.org/30114057

Difficulty: Medium  |  Voicing: SATB  |  Time: 3:47/3:52

There are several things I like about this octavo. First, there 
are two original songs in this short, four-page publication: 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” and “Lo, How a Rose 
E’er Blooming.” Great value! Incorporating well-known 
text with new music is an attractive way to mix things up 
from year to year.

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” is a strophic setting, 
for the most part. Verses one, two and four are shown with 
one picturesque and earnest harmonization. Verse three 
offers a slightly altered setting with moments of fauxbour-
don and pedal point. Both include a meter change from 3/4 
to 6/8 that offers further interest and appeal. “Lo, How a 
Rose E’er Blooming,” much like the beloved es ist ein' ros' 
entsprungen hymn, is a beautiful, intimate setting of the 
traditional German carol text based on Isaiah 11. I love tight 
choral harmonies. Composer Nathan Jensen achieves great 
results with this strophic piece through close choral part 
writing that is soothing, thought-provoking, and suspense-
ful. Well-known texts of this magnitude must be set to ex-
cellent music. Gifted composer Nathan Jensen has created 
opuses worthy of such distinguished texts. 

The complexity in these settings does not exist rhythmically, as 
both are quite simple in this regard. Rather, beautiful execution 
of the musical phrases and a rich, warm choral tone will make 
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” and “Lo, How a Rose E’er 
Blooming” excellent choices for inclusion in Christmas con-
certs, carol services, or any of the Christmas liturgies.

In Deepest Night Above the Earth
By Steven Ottományi  & M.D. Ridge
OCP Advent & Christmas Series,  
Octavo 30145546, PDF Octavo  |  ocp.org/30145546

Difficulty: Medium  |  Voicing:  SSATB Choir, Piano, Cello, 
Assembly  | Time: 3:32

Another beautiful composition from composer Steven Ot-
tományi and the late text-writer M.D. Ridge (1938-2017) 
which convincingly intertwines music and lyrics. Ridge’s 
lyrics pair the angels’ call to the shepherds to go see the new-
born King to the similar call we still experience two thou-
sand years later. Ottományi’s original hymn tune evokes the 
ancient past of those shepherds through its scoring for harp 
(or piano imitating a harp), a common pastoral topic, and its 
use of modality (meant to represent the darker elements of 
the Incarnation Narrative, such as the hardships the Holy 
Family endured). Stephen Ottományi is quite skilled! In 
Deepest Night is lushly scored for SSATB choir, accompa-
nied by harp (or piano) and cello. A hymn version is also 
included when assembly singing is desired. 

© 2017, 2022 OCP. All rights reserved.
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Resources for choirs

A Primer for the 
Choir Member

This pocket-size guide 
contains both a music and 
liturgy glossaries, a Latin 
pronunciation guide, an 

explanation of note values 
and time signatures, tips for 
rehearsals and much more.

Learn more
ocp.org/primer-tl231

Choir Prayers 

This helpful series from 
Jeanne Hunt helps choir 
members focus on the 
meaning of the liturgical 
seasons through prayers  

for use during weekly 
rehearsals.

Learn more
ocp.org/prayers-tl231

Children’s  
Choir Basics

This handbook for children’s 
choir directors provides 
invaluable resources for 

planning, developing and 
rehearsing a children’s choir 

in the parish community.

Learn more
ocp.org/children-tl231

1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)  |  ocp.org

http://www.ocp.org/primer-tl231
http://www.ocp.org/prayers-tl231
http://www.ocp.org/children-tl231
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https://www.ocp.org/en-us
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When Jesus Comes to Jordan's Stream 
Casey McKinley/Michael Joncas

Octavo: 30147712 (print), 30147713 
(downloadable)

Voicing: 3-Pt

Instrumentation: keyboard, guitar,  
solo instrument in C, Violin/Cello

Difficulty: easy/medium

Topics/season: Church, Ecumenism, 
Gathering, Love of God for Us, Social 
Concern, Welcome

Missals and hymnals:  
BB/MI 113, TP-232 113, CC 466

Sound samples, downloadable  
sheet music, and more: ocp.org/30147712

Reflection—This piece was 
written for The Baptism of 
the Lord after I came across 
this powerful text by Father 
Michael Joncas. In his text, 
Father Joncas skillfully con-
nects all the readings of the 
day with language that is ac-
cessible and spiritual insights 

that are profound. As I read through this text 
and moved by its theological richness, I was 
humbled with the realization that, as a litur-
gical musician, I had encountered these read-
ings year after year and never thought of them 
much more than another telling of a story that I 
thought I already knew well.

What I love about this text is that while Verse 
1 describes the Gospel event that most people 
are familiar with, Verses 2-4 weave together 
spiritual themes found in the other readings of 
the day that directly apply to our personal and 
communal spiritual journey. Verse 2 reflects on 
the righteousness of Jesus and connects it to the 

Old Testament readings, assuring us that “he will not crush the broken 
heart, but helps and heals the sick.” Verse 3 breaks open the New Testa-
ment readings describing the presence of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ life and 
declares, “that very Spirit speaks in us…” Verse 4 asks Jesus to send the 
Holy Spirit to deepen and enrich the new life given in Baptism, and at the 
same time, to send us out “as covenant and nations’ light and liberating 
power.” Truly, there is so much to unpack throughout this text.

Musically, my goal was to make the melody as intuitive and familiar as 
possible, such that the congregation is comfortable singing even if they 
are hearing it for the first time. I also tried to include both contemporary 
and traditional elements so that it can easily be arranged for a wide vari-
ety of musical settings. 

— Casey McKinley

© 2022 OCP. All rights reserved.

When Jesus Comes to Jordan’s stream
Casey McKinley
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Text: Michael Joncas, © 2011, The Jan Michael Joncas Trust. Music © 2019, Casey McKinley.  
Text and music published by OCP. All rights reserved.

https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/90492/when-jesus-comes-to-jordans-stream
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/artists/67765/casey-mckinley
https://www.ocp.org/en-us/artists/67765/casey-mckinley
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The House That Love Is Building by Sarah Hart

Octavo: 30145736 (print), 30145737 
(downloadable)

Voicing: SAB

Instrumentation: keyboard, guitar,  
solo instrument in C

Difficulty: easy/medium

Topics/season: Church, Ecumenism, 
Gathering, Love of God for Us, Social 
Concern, Welcome

Missals and hymnals: BB/MI 310, CC 434

Sound samples, downloadable  
sheet music, and more: ocp.org/30145736

Reflection—A few years 
ago, my husband and I were 
involved in a volunteer day 
on a Habitat for Humani-
ty homesite. My husband is 
pretty much good at every-
thing, and so was assigned to 
construction duty. I am not 

so good at everything, and so was given a shov-
el and asked to dig and help plant a garden. At 
one point in the morning I took a break, and sat 
on the half-completed front stoop. I remember 
sweating, chugging a bottle of water, and just tak-
ing it all in. In the house, amid the noise of nail 
guns and power saws, a group of men were tell-
ing dad jokes and laughing. There was a group of 
men and women under a tent who were prepar-
ing lunches for the volunteers. Some of the wom-
en began singing, sending their notes through the 
June humidity, “how good is the Lord, oh, how 
good is the Lord.” My new gardening buddies 
and I talked about our families, hair styles and 
politics, and prayed for the family who would 
soon enter this home. When it was time to go 
home, my husband and I barely crawled to the 
car, exhausted. But good exhausted. He said “so, 
how was your day?” And I said, “well, THAT is 
the best church I have ever been to.”

Proverbs tell us, “By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is es-
tablished; by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant 
riches.” Wisdom requires that we build God’s church on the foundation 
of Love, seeing each human individual as beloved. Understanding shows 
us that we are all God’s children, each human person; and though we are 
not perfect, we are welcome. ALL of us have a place. The church can only 
be established the way Love intends if we welcome all to the feast. And by 
knowledge, when we seek God, not just in scriptures, but in the lives of 
one another, then our churches will see the abundance that Love alone can 
pour out—the riches not of this world, but of the Kingdom of Heaven. We 
will see the preciousness of one another; as God sees, so shall we.

In writing this song, I hoped to capture an image of the “house” that the 
Lord longs to build, God’s true Church. Words like “building, tending, 
raising, rising” imply that, in order to build this “house” of God on earth, 
we must be a people of action. The simplicity of the hymn-like melody is 
meant to accompany the declaration that we are a people of action, who 
choose not to build walls that exclude, but a foundation of welcome, will-
ing to do what Love asks of us to build God’s kingdom on earth.

— Sarah Hart

The house ThaT Love Is BuILdIng
Sarah Hart
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© 2019, Sarah Hart. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.
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Digital resources for your faith community

Breaking Bread  
Digital Music Library

Now offering selected libraries for 
parishes and individual musicians, 

Breaking Bread Digital Music Library 
is a great choice for those who want 
easy digital access to all the music 

in their missal program. 

Spirit & Song  
Digital Edition

This digital library features 
accompaniments, lyric sheets, 
MP3s and more for the music 

in Spirit & Song — an excellent 
choice for parishes celebrating the 
liturgy with contemporary music.

Catálogo  
Musical Digital

Offering 150 Spanish-language and 
bilingual songs titles from resources 
like Unidos en Cristo/United in Christ 
and Flor y Canto, this digital library  

is complete with keyboard and  
guitar accompaniments, assembly 

editions, MP3s and more.

Intuitive and user-friendly, Liturgy.com is the 
easiest way to prepare music for liturgies 

online. You can save, share and print outlines, 
access audio and sheet music previews, get 

expert song suggestions and more!  
Try it for FREE with a Basic subscription. 

1-800-LITURGY (548-8749)  |  ocp.org

LEARN MORE

https://ocp.org/en-us/digital-resources
https://ocp.org/en-us/breaking-bread-digital-music-library
https://ocp.org/en-us/breaking-bread-digital-music-library
https://ocp.org/en-us/spirit-and-song-digital
https://ocp.org/en-us/spirit-and-song-digital
https://ocp.org/en-us/catalogo-musical-digital
https://ocp.org/en-us/catalogo-musical-digital
https://www.ocp.org/en-us
https://www.ocp.org/en-us
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