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One summer, while I was helping out at a parish
in Provincetown, Massachusetts, I was told to be
sure and go down to the courthouse at noon on
Saturday. Promptly at noon, an imposing man
dressed in Colonial finery appeared and began to
proclaim in a clear, chanting voice all the events that
had happened in the area during the past week. He
then proceeded to solemnly announce to us what
was scheduled for the coming week. I became aware
that what had been a motley crowd of individuals
now began to feel like a community of people with
a shared past, present, and future. If I had read that
same information in the weekly paper I would not
have experienced the sense of belonging I felt at
having heard it. No wonder the Roman Catholic
liturgy insists that we hear the good news of our sal-
vation as a group and not just read about it individ-
ually in our missal or parish bulletin.

The solemn, public proclamation of the Christ’s
birth and of the principal festivals of the Church year
can produce much the same effect that I experienced
at Provincetown that summer. The Sacramentary
Supplement, published by the Catholic Conference
of Bishops in 2004, contains both of these proclama-
tions along with a brief description of their content
and use.

The Proclamation of the Birth of Christ was orig-
inally done during the Liturgy of the Hours at the
office of prime. With the suppression of that hour of
prayer, the proclamation seems to have practically
disappeared from use. At St. Meinrad it occurs at the
beginning of first vespers of Christmas on Christmas
Eve. The Sacramentary Supplement, on page 41,
suggests singing it after the greeting and introduc-
tion of the Christmas Midnight Mass. It’s immedi-
ately followed by the singing of the Gloria, which
acts as the assembly’s response to this good news of
the birth of our savior. If it is sung at morning or
evening prayer, it follows the introduction of the
hour and precedes the hymn. When it is sung at the
office of readings, it precedes the Te Deum. It can be
sung at the ambo by a deacon, cantor, or reader. In
other words, anyone capable of singing it may do so.
See the sample page given from the conclusion of
the proclamation with its rising to the interval of the

fourth above to announce the birth of our savior.
The Proclamation of the Date of Easter on

Epiphany originated at a time when printed calen-
dars, parish bulletins, and Palm Pilots were not
available. Despite the fact that we have these
resources now, the Sacramentary Supplement still
insists that a public proclamation has value as “a
reminder of the centrality of the resurrection of the
Lord in the liturgical year and the importance of the
great mysteries of faith which are celebrated each
year” (47). I would add that a sung proclamation of
these dates draws the listeners into an experience of
what it is to be God’s people on a shared journey of
faith to our heavenly home. Like my experience of
the town crier at Provincetown, the act of hearing the
proclamation together as a group deepens our expe-
rience of being members of the same family of faith. 

When proclaiming the date of Easter, the dates
for the coming liturgical year are to be given in a
day/month format, so, for example as the 7th of
April (not April 7th). The proclamation may be sung
at the ambo by a deacon, cantor, or reader after the
Gospel and the homily; it’s also suitable following
the prayer after communion. Again, anyone capable
of singing it may do so. See the attached sample
page from the beginning of this proclamation.

Chant style settings of these two proclamations
in either modern or square notation are available
through St. Meinrad (saintmeinrad.edu). These
proclamations should be sung with great solemnity
and conviction since they are indeed proclamations
of the good news of our salvation, from its beginning
in creation to its climax each year in our liturgical
participation in the very life of the risen Christ.
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Benedictine Father Columba Kelly is the director and compos-
er for the Gregorian Schola at St. Meinrad Archabbey in St.
Meinrad, Indiana. He is considered one of the foremost experts
on Gregorian chant in the United States. Father Columba holds
a doctorate in church music from Musica Sacra in Rome. He
has set the current Lectionary text for St. John’s Passion to the
traditional, ancient tone for this proclamation (OCP 20016TL).
His memories of the Second Vatican Council are found in
Voices from the Council (OCP 12222TL).
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The Proclamation of the Birth of Christ

for Kevin Walsh
Ricky Manalo, CSP

Handbell arrangement by Gerard Chiusano 
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Text © 1994, USCCB, Inc. (CCD). All rights reserved. Used with permission. Music © 2006, Ricky Manalo, CSP. 

Published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

&
Handbells

w w w w# w
wb w# w w

TL-081-Sg01-37.qxp  8/16/07  10:13 AM  Page 27


