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Sing to the Lord: FAQs

What is the Sing to the Lord Formation Event?

The Sing to the Lord event is a day-long formational and training event designed especially
for pastoral musicians. Its purpose is to provide both a solid introduction to the role

of music in the liturgy and practical guidance for those who serve as musicians in the
celebration of the Eucharist.

Through a combination of keynote sessions, specialized workshops, and repertoire
sessions, participants grow in their understanding of liturgical music and in their own
musical and ministerial skKills.

Who is the program for?

Depending on the topic, each Sing to the Lord Formation Event is developed to form all
musical servants of the liturgy. This includes music directors, choir members, cantors,
accompanists, and instrumentalists. Musicians of all ages and abilities are encouraged
to attend, including children and young adults. Parish and diocesan leaders are also
encouraged to attend, including pastors, parish staff, diocesan personnel, etc.

What do participants learn?

The schedule for each Sing to the Lord Formation Event includes prayer, a keynote
presentation on the foundational principals of pastoral music ministry found in the USCCB
document Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship/Cantemos al Sefor: La Musica en el
Culto Divino, breakout workshops, repertoire sessions featuring songs from Flor y Canto,
and meals and other breaks. Please see master catalog for available workshop topics.

What resources are used as part of the training?

The foundational resources are Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship/Cantemos al
Senor: La Musica en el Culto Divino (USCCB) and OCP’s Flor y Canto hymnal. Psalm
resources, children’s resources, and other OCP core products may be used and referenced.
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What are the benefits of the program?

Sing to the Lord event brings multiple benefits to your community. Certainly, participants
leave equipped with essential formation and knowledge. Beyond this, however,
participants leave with a greater sense of vocation, community and service. After their
participation, those who attend the event will:

e Be inspired to devote more to their ministry (time, talent, treasure, etc.).

e Have a better understanding of the role of the music minister in the liturgy.

e Gain essential liturgical formation needed for effective ministry (increased knowledge
of Church documents, structure of liturgy and rites, liturgical theology and catechesis,
spiritual formation, etc.).

e Gain essential musical formation needed for effective ministry (increased knowledge
of musical skills, playing to support ritual, playing for liturgy v.s. performance, best
practices, etc.).

e Have expanded knowledge and awareness of resources to support liturgy and ministry.

e Have a better sense of community and participation in a large ministry network.

e Have a better understanding of the hierarchy and structure of the Church (diocesan
offices, relationships, decision-making and authority, roles, etc.).



