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Presenter Biographies

Albert Coppo

Albert Coppo is a talented musician born and raised in Lima, Peru. Since his arrival to the
United States in 1981, he focused his musical gifts to serving the Hispanic community in
his South Florida parish. Albert has ministered as a song leader, instrumentalist and choir
director for both Anglo and Hispanic communities. His experience as an educator allows
him now to effectively share his knowledge and talent through workshops in music, liturgy
and sound technology, responding to the overwhelming need for guidance in the Hispanic
music ministry.
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Albert is also the CEO of Rokka Productions, an organization that produces and records
Catholic music. He has produced recordings for several Catholic artists as well as various
OCP releases, including Sal de la Tierra, El Sefior Nos Invita, Luz Perpetua, and most recently, two of his
own compositions “Magnificat” and “Vamos Todos a la Casa del Sefor”, which are included in OCP’s Quiero
Responder que Si.

His most recent collection, En la Mesa del Sefior, offers eight Spanish songs for liturgy that range in style
from ballad to Peruvian folk. His music is also featured in the upcoming collection, Novena a la Virgen de
Guadalupe/Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Albert currently serves as music director at St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church in Miami.

Andrea Ramos

A native of La Paz, Bolivia, Andrea Ramos has been serving as a pastoral musician in the
United States for over fifteen years. She currently serves as the Senior Editor for Spanish
and Bilingual Missals and Hymnals for Oregon Catholic Press and has previously served as
Associate Director for Music at the Worship Office for the Diocese of Austin, TX, a position she
held for 10 years before joining OCP. During this time, she focused her efforts on providing
support and formation to English and Spanish speaking pastoral musicians and leaders, both
in Austin and surrounding areas through workshops, conferences, and collaborations, as well
as leading the Diocesan Choir. From 2018 - 2022 Andrea served as the Director of the NPM
Austin Chapter and was a recipient of the NPM Chapter Leader of the Year Award in 2019. She currently
serves on the board for the Southwest Liturgical Conference and has previously served on the NPM Council
and NPM Board of Directors. Andrea is an accomplished singer in the genres of Art Song and Opera. She
earned a Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal Performance from the University of Central Arkansas, and a
Master of Music degree in Opera Performance from the University of Texas at Austin. She is currently pursuing
a Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit Management at the Harvard Extension School.
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Anna Betancourt

Anna Betancourt is a professional singer, songwriter, music director and workshop presenter.
Now based in Fort Worth, Texas, she previously worked in various bilingual communities as
music director, choral director and cantor in the parishes of Southern California. She has
more than 35 years of experience working with various choirs including youth, children’s,
adult, contemporary, traditional choirs and handbells choirs.

Anna graduated from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, where she studied
voice and music theory, and where she also worked as assistant director of liturgy and
music. At the archdiocesan level, she has served as a music committee member, deanery
representative and a member of the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress Liturgy Committee.

Anna’s voice can be heard on more than 50 recordings, including some by Jaime Cortez, Bob Hurd and
Eleazar Cortés. Her first solo collection, Te Doy Gracias, features 12 popular contemporary Spanish and
bilingual songs. Her collection Tomaré Mi Cruz presents inspiring songs for liturgy, worship groups or
retreats. Her music is also featured in OCP’s Novena a la Virgen de Guadalupe/Novena to Our Lady of
Guadalupe collection.

Anna has been a speaker and presenter at various conferences and workshops on music and liturgy. She is
the former Spanish choir director at Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles and Christ Cathedral
in Orange County, California. She currently ministers with her husband, Deacon Mike Betancourt, at St. Mark
Catholic Church in Argyle, Texas.

Damaris Thillet

Originally from Ponce, Puerto Rico, Damaris Thillet is director of the office of worship in
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico, as well as president and co-founder of the
Asociacion de Musicos Pastorales Hispanos del Este (AMPHE). With 40 years of experience
in music ministry, she is a nationally recognized composer, clinician and recording artist. She
frequently collaborated with her late husband, Diego Correa, on collections including De/
Pesebre a la Cruz and Todo lo Podemos en Dios. They served together in the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Camden, New Jersey.

Damaris studied music education with a vocal concentration at Temple University and liturgy
at La Salle University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was part of the team that developed
the songs accompanying the new Roman Missal in Spanish for the United States. She provides music
workshops and conferences for pastoral musicians around the United States and the Caribbean.

In 2005, she was recognized by the City of Philadelphia for her contribution and dedication to the community
through the arts, music education and her service to the Church. In 2015, she was invited to lead the Hispanic
Archdiocesan Choair at the closing Mass for the World Meeting of Families in the United States during the visit
of Pope Francis. Damaris and her late husband Diego were also selected as two of the Prominent Hispanics
Honorees of Southeast New Jersey in commemoration of National Hispanic Heritage Month that year. In
2016, she received the Adelante Hispanic Heritage Award in Vineland, New Jersey.
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Estela Garcia-Lopez

Estela Garcia-Lopez is a pastoral musician, composer and event presenter. She has
worked in various bilingual parishes in Southern California and Oregon as a music director,
choir director, cantor and chorister. She earned a bachelor of arts degree in music with an
emphasis in voice from California State University, Los Angeles. Her voice is heard on many
of the Flor y Canto recordings.

Estela’s debut collection, Brille Tu Luz, created in collaboration with her husband, Rodolfo,
exudes their passion for evangelizing and challenging Hispanic communities to make a
difference. The 12 Scripture-based songs feature a blend of contemporary and Latin styles.
The two also collaborated on Misa Santa Cecilia/Mass of Saint Cecilia, the popular bilingual Mass setting
used by multicultural parishes around the U.S. and featured in Flor y Canto and the Unidos en Cristo/United
in Christ missal.

Their most recent collection, Cristo No Tiene Pies en el Mundo, offers an eclectic mix of eight songs that
encourage us to live as examples of Christ’s love. Her songs can be found in Spanish contemporary
compilation albums Bendito, Bendito, with songs for praise and worship and Entre Tus Manos, with songs
for comfort and healing. Both, Estela and Rodolfo, composed “Rise Up!/jLevantate!,” the bilingual theme
song for the 2018 Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. Her music is also featured in Novena a la
Virgen de Guadalupe/Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe.

In both her career and her ministry, Estela is committed to enriching the liturgy — in both English and Spanish —
through music. She offers workshops focused on music preparation for Spanish-speaking cantors and choirs.

Currently, she works as the Spanish-language music publishing manager at OCP and leads the choir at
Ascension Catholic Churchin Portland, Oregon. She lives in Portland with her husband and their two children.

Reverend Jose Edmundo Zarate Suarez

Reverend Jose Edmundo Zarate Suarez, a native of Mexicali, Mexico, has dedicated his life to

the service of the Church through ministry, music, and pastoral leadership. His vocation began
in his youth through active involvement in parish life—particularly in youth ministry, liturgy, and
the choair. After earning a degree in Public Accounting, he entered priestly formation at the
Pontifical University of Ireland, where he further cultivated his deep love for sacred music and
liturgical life. During his seminary years, he was actively involved in multiple choirs and music
education, including the seminary choir, choral society, and folk choir.

With close to 30 years of priestly ministry and 28 years as a pastor, Father Zarate has
consistently prioritized vibrant, meaningful liturgical celebrations—particularly through the
integration of liturgical music. In every parish he has served, he has worked closely with music ministers
and choirs to foster a spirit of unity and reverence in worship. Currently serving as Pastor of St. Jude Parish
in San Diego, Father Zarate is also involved in several diocesan commissions, including those focused on
Stewardship, Hispanic Ministry, and parish governance. His pastoral vision continues to be guided by a
passion for community, sacred liturgy, and the transformative power of music in the life of the Church.
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Gonzalo Ramos

Gonzalo Ramos is an accomplished musician and director deeply involved in the musical
and liturgical life of the Catholic Church. With a Masters in Sacred Music from the University
of St. Thomas and a Bachelor in Music from the University of Houston, Ramos serves as the
Artistic Director of the Houston Cecilia Chamber Choir and the Director of Music and Liturgy
at All Saints Catholic Church in Houston. He is recognized for his choral compositions and
performances, including pieces like “Ave Verum Corpus” and “Pax.”

Ivan Diaz

Born and raised in Colombia, Javier Ivan Diaz is an influential singer and contemporary
Catholic composer of bilingual and Spanish-language music. A composer from the age of
17, he has a masters degree in choral conducting as well as a bachelor of arts in music.
While he began his college career at Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in Bogota, Colombia,
lvan later moved to the U.S. and completed his studies at Florida Atlantic University.

lvan has served as the choir director of NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference), music
director of the NCCYM (National Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry), and as a high
school choral director. Songs from his first album, Honor y Gloria a El, are included in several
OCP collections, including: Bendito, Bendito; Entre Tus Manos; and El Sefior Nos Invita vol. 3: Songs for
Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. His most recent collection, Nuestra Alegria/Our Joy, contains Spanish and
bilingual versions of English-language favorites, serving as a musical bridge for Hispanic and multicultural
communities.

The USCCB invited Ivan to lead the project of creating the official English-language theme song for World
Youth Day Lisbon 2023, “Feel the Rush in the Air.” In addition to the translation, recording and video work for
that song, he was invited to sing in person at World Youth Day Lisbon 2023. Ivan also participated in several
events, concerts and catechetical sites of World Youth Day Panama 2019. His song, “Nuestra Alegria/
Our Joy,” was chosen as the official youth and young adult song for the V Encuentro. He has appeared on
EWTN, Shalom World TV, Vatican News, Rome Reports and more.

Ivan is involved in national and diocesan youth conventions, Hispanic and multicultural conventions, music
workshops and other events all across the country. He hopes that his music and testimony become
instruments for all to experience the love of God.

He currently lives in Miami, Florida, where he attends the Church of the Little Flower in Hollywood, Florida,
and is the director of campus ministry at St. Thomas University.
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Jaime Cortez

Jaime Cortez is a talented and popular composer, arranger and performer. Born in New York
and raised in El Salvador, Jaime has dedicated a portion of his ministry to promoting better
Hispanic liturgies and bringing cultures together for worship. His main instrument is guitar,
though he is proficient in piano and other string instruments, such as charango, vihuela and
bass guitar. He holds a bachelor’s degree in music composition from Arizona State University.
He was named Pastoral Musician of the Year in 2016 by the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians (NPM).

Some of Jaime’s best-known songs are “Rain Down,” “Somos el Cuerpo de Cristo/We Are
the Body of Christ” (with Bob Hurd) and “Take Up Your Cross.” He has released six solo
collections with OCP, including Rain Down, Sacramentos, Adviento, Qué Alegria/l Rejoiced, Transformation,
and Pueblo Unido/People United. His collaborative projects include Gracia y Amor/Grace and Love, a
collection with Bob Hurd and Eleazar Cortés and Our Common Home, a project inspired by Pope Francis’s
encyclical, Laudato Si’, featuring his song “Let Us Sing as We Go,” along with music from several other well-
known Catholic composers. Jaime has also translated Mass of Christ the Savior/Misa Cristo Salvador into
Spanish and bilingual versions alongside Dan Schutte.

In addition to workshops, Jaime gives concerts with both English and Spanish repertoire, alone or with
volunteer groups. He has many years of experience presenting workshops for Pastoral Musicians, catholic
teachers and youth on liturgy and music.

Jaime is currently Director of Liturgy & Music at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Scottsdale, AZ. He lives in
Mesa with his wife and their three musically talented sons.

Jessica Ruiz

Jessica Ruiz applies her fifteen years as singer, songwriter and choir director to praise
God and evangelize through music. A convert to the Catholic faith and also a “convert” to
Hispanic Catholicism, Jessica is a leading singer, recording artist and woman committed to
the mission of music ministry, in both English and Spanish.

Alongside her husband Koren, Jessica travels the country to offer concerts, ministry events,
and liturgical music training and workshops in parishes. Jessica’s workshops “Digital
Resources” and “The Musician in the Liturgical Context” focus on developing skills in liturgical
music. Jessica is also one of the presenters at OCP Instituto events. Koren & Jessica’s first
album, Tu Me Sostendras, was published in late 2014, and their second collection, Tu Amor
Es Fiel, introduces Jessica as a composetr.

Koren & Jessica’s music is featured in contemporary Spanish-language collections such as Bendito,
Bendito, Entre Tus Manos and, more recently, El Serior Nos Invita Vol. 3.

Jessica holds a Bachelor of Business Administration from Western Oregon University and a Master’s Degree
in Personnel Management and Organizational Leadership from Warner Pacific University. Along with her
husband Koren, Jessica serves as choir director for the Ascension Parish community in Portland, OR.
Jessica also currently serves as an academic advisor and recruiting coordinator for Mt. Hood Community
College in Gresham, OR.
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Koren Ruiz

Koren Ruiz has been involved in ministry for the past 20 years, mostly with youth and music.
He has been a stewardship consultant for the past decade and is now president of his own
consulting firm, which focuses mainly on implementing the concept of stewardship with the
Latino community in the Catholic Church. Koren and his wife Jessica are choir directors at
Ascension Catholic Church in Portland Oregon, as well as published composers, artists,
and workshop presenters with OCP. Koren currently serves as Director of Formational
Programs, Hispanic Initiatives & Digital Innovation for OCP and holds a bachelor degree
in Business Administration, and another one in Organizational Psychology from Western
Oregon University; he also possesses a Masters in Business Administration from the
University of Portland.

Oscar Castellanos

Oscar Castellanos joined OCP as the Bilingual Programs and Hispanic Initiatives Manager.
Oscar manages our Spanish and Bilingual formational programs. Oscar is fully bilingual/
bicultural (English & Spanish), and comes with excellent experience in program management,
public speaking, teaching, and pastoral ministry with Hispanic communities. He possesses
a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy & Religious Studies, as well a master’s degree in Theology
from Mt. Angel Seminary. Oscar also studied theology at St. John’s Seminary in Camarillo,
CA and the University of Notre Dame, IN as part of the Master of Divinity program. He
has completed his doctoral degree in Organizational Leadership with Marian University, IN.
Outside of OCP, Oscar loves spending time with his family; especially his 3 children: Santi,
Miranda, and Febe. He also loves walking his dogs and refereeing high school soccer.

Pedro Rubalcava

Pedro Rubalcava is a nationally known bilingual/bicultural clinician, composer and performer
with expertise in various musical styles. Pedro is dedicated to searching for and creating
prayerful experiences of the divine through music, liturgy, the arts and beyond. He has been
directing liturgical music groups for more than 50 years. He has worked in professional
pastoral ministry in various areas, including liturgy and music, evangelization, youth and
young adult ministry, catechetical ministry and OCIA for decades.

Pedro received national recognition in 1990 when Amanecer, his bilingual music collection,
was nominated for a Grammy award in the Best Mexican/American Performance category.

He was the longtime director of music development at OCP and is now the director of OCP Label Group. He
also serves on the executive boards of the Instituto Nacional Hispano de Liturgia (INHL) and the Northwest
Regional Office for Hispanic Affairs (NWROHA).

He resides in Damascus, Oregon, with his wife, Kristin.
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Priscilla Salisbury

Priscilla Salisbury is a passionate classical singer and voice professor committed to
enriching the Church’s music. Based in Houston, she serves as a cantor for the Archdiocese
of Galveston-Houston, leads cantor workshops, and teaches vocal technique and Latin
diction to seminarians at St. Mary’s Seminary.

Priscilla holds a Master of Music in Opera Performance from the University of Texas at Austin
and a Master of Sacred Music from the University of St. Thomas, blending a strong classical
foundation with deep liturgical knowledge.

With over a decade of experience, Priscilla has held music leadership roles in Texas and

Washington, directing choirs in English and Spanish, preparing music for major feast days, and supporting
liturgies ranging from children’s Masses to large diocesan events. Her musical leadership spans a wide range
of styles—from traditional Latin Mass settings to contemporary worship music—bringing both reverence
and reflecting her commitment to serving diverse communities with authenticity.

She’s also the creator of a growing YouTube channel, where she provides Sunday Psalms, helping Spanish-
speaking cantors around the world proclaim the Word.

In Summer 2025, Priscilla represented the U.S. in Rome as a nominee for Best Female Singer at the Catholic
Music Awards, a celebration of artists bringing faith to life through music.

With roots in opera and a heart for ministry, Priscilla brings joy, artistry, and deep faith to every note she sings.

Rebecca Ramirez

Rebecca’s passion for music and its capacity to cross borders and touch the hearts of
all people has led her to serve the Church as a music minister. As cantor, liturgist and
workshop presenter, she has worked with various regional and national groups, including the
National Organization for the Continuing Education of Roman Catholic Clergy, Federation of
Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (FDLC), Los Angeles Religious Education Congress and
USCCB committees for Evangelization and Cultural Diversity. She has served as Cantor
Certification instructor for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and also as a member of the
San Diego Diocesan Liturgical Training Team. In her spare time Rebecca enjoys singing and
traveling with the La Jolla Symphony Chorus.
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Rodolfo Lopez

Rodolfo (Rudy) Lépez is a talented musician, composer, producer and workshop clinician
who believes in the power of music to change the world and to draw people more deeply
into the liturgy. Having served parishes in California and Oregon as music director for
many years, he is active as a songwriter, soloist and arranger for events at national and
international levels. An accomplished guitarist, he is a graduate of California State University
at Los Angeles (CSULA), where he studied music composition.

Rudy and his wife, Stella Garcia-Lopez, have published two collections of liturgical music
with OCP: Brille Tu Luz and Cristo No Tiene Pies en el Mundo. Their popular bilingual Mass
setting, Misa Santa Cecilia/Mass of St. Cecilia, is part of the Unidos en Cristo/United in
Christ missal program, Alabanza Coral, and Flor y Canto, Tercera Edicion. Most recently, the pair also wrote
one of the songs on OCP’s new Spanish-language contemporary compilation album, Bendito, Bendito,
with songs for praise and worship. He has sung, played in and produced dozens of Spanish-language
and bilingual music recordings for OCP. Both, Rodolfo and Estela, composed “Rise Up!/jLevantate!,” the
bilingual theme song for the 2018 Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. His music is also featured in
the collection, Novena a la Virgen de Guadalupe/Novena to Qur Lady of Guadalupe.

Rudy’s events focus on the basic musical needs of bilingual and Spanish-speaking choirs and assemblies.

Rudy lives in Portland with his wife and children and serves as the music director at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Milwaukie, OR.

Silvio Cuéllar

Silvio Cuéllar was born in Cérdoba, Argentina and raised in Bolivia before he immigrated to
the United States in 1990. He is a pastoral musician, composer, journalist, and lecturer on
liturgy, life and family topics. He is a pastoral musician, composet, journalist, and lecturer
on topics of liturgy and family life. He was a coordinator of the Hispanic Ministry office and
editor of the newspaper El Catélico de Rhode Island in the Diocese of Providence where he
continues to serve voluntarily, supporting the team of the School of Servants of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal. He is a founding member of the Association of Hispanic Pastoral
Musicians and writes liturgical music for OCP. He currently serves on the Hispanic Team of
Catholic Relief Services, as Director of Music at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Providence
and writes a monthly column in Spanish for the Catholic news agency OSV News.

Silvio has many years of experience facilitating workshops and educational programs for couples and
families. For the past 15 years, he has been a member of the Diocesan Hispanic Liturgy Committee and is
the co-founder and secretary general of the Association of Hispanic Pastoral Musicians.

As a writer and journalist, Silvio has received many awards from the Catholic Press Association (CPA)
including best editorial in 2005 and best column for “Rincén de la Familia” (Family Corner) in 2011, 2012 and
2017. He currently lives in Rhode Island with wife, Becky Cuellar. They have seven children who share the
talent, faith and love for music, performing concerts, retreats and evenings of praise and witness as a family.



